
CHARLESWOOD MENNONITE CHURCH 
January 29, 2023 

Education Hour 9:30 am  ~  Worship Service 10:45 am 

Worship Leader: Lisa Enns  
Speaker: Megan Ramer (Lead Pastor, Seattle Mennonite Church) 
Song Leader: Ann Koop Hunsberger  
Pianist: Velma Braun 
Ushers: Megan Klassen-Wiebe & Nicolien Klassen-Wiebe  
 

Covenanting Service: 
Jonathan Neufeld & Charleswood Mennonite Church 

Celebrating Covenanted Community 
GATHERING 
 Prelude 
 Words of Welcome 
 Song: VT 10 Here in this Place (v 1,2,4) 
 Call to Worship 
 Prayer 
 Song: VT 715  Longing for Light 
 
HEARING THE WORD 
 Story 
 Scripture Reading: Micah 6:1-8; Matthew 5:1-12 
 Song: VT 578  Blessed Are the Persecuted 
 Sermon: “Hungry for Bread & Justice” 
 Song: VT 416 Beyond a Dying Sun 
 
CELEBRATING COVENANT 
 Words of Covenant and Blessing for Jonathan Neufeld: 
 Introduction - Karen Schellenberg, MCM 
 Litany (see insert) 
 Blessing: VT 968 
 Response from Jonathan 
 Song: VT 797 We are People of God’s Peace 
 
OFFERING OURSELVES IN RESPONSE 
 Prayer & Reflective Silence on Offering 
 Sharing [livestream muted] & Prayer 
 
SENDING 
 Announcements 
 Song: VT 717 [livestream muted] Renew your Church 

 Benediction 

~ Please return hymnals to the cart at the back of the sanctuary. ~ 

 
Matthew 5:1-12 The Beatitudes 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he 
sat down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and 
taught them, saying: 
‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they 

will be filled. 
‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of 

God. 
‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and 

utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice 
and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same 
way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

 

Covenant Litany 

Conference Minister: “There is one body and one Spirit... one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of us all who is above all and 
through all and in all.” 

Congregation: “But grace was given to each of us according to the 
measure of Christ’s gift.” 

Conference Minister: “And Christ’s gifts were that some should be 
apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers 
to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body 
of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:4-7, 11-12) 

Council Chair: As we have sought to equip our congregation, we have 
prayerfully sought to hear God’s calling to our congregation and to 
discern God’s will for us, trusting in God to meet our needs. We are 



grateful for God’s guidance and the congregation’s affirmation of the 
recommendation that led us into this new pastoral relationship. 

  Jonathan, we pray that in the giving of your gifts to us, and the giving 
of our gifts to you, our work and worship will move us toward God’s 
will for our congregation, our community, and our world. We also 
pray for Melanie and your family. We are thankful for their presence 
with us, their gifts to our Mennonite Community, and their support of 
your calling. 

Congregation: Today we affirm our call to Jonathan Neufeld to exercise 
his God-given gifts in ministry here at Charleswood Mennonite 
Church. We have discerned, waited, hoped, and prayed for this day. 
Thank you, God, that your Spirit has led us in this process. 

Conference Minister: Jonathan, seeing that the grace and wisdom of God 
have called you into leadership in this congregation, I now ask you: 
Do you promise, as a co-pastor of this congregation, to faithfully 
endeavour to carry out the duties of your ministry, seeking to exercise 
wisely and in Christian love the authority that has been entrusted to 
you in this office? And will you seek to teach and live out the Word of 
God fully as God reveals it to you through the work of the Holy Spirit 
as you minister among the various generations of our congregation? 

Jonathan: I promise to do so, with God’s help. 
Conference Minister: Jonathan, a call to pastoral leadership in the 

Mennonite Church is a call to shared ministry. Even as you exercise 
your gifts for ministry, are you prepared to enter into a community of 
leaders at Charleswood Mennonite Church, with staff persons, 
volunteers, and lay leaders in the congregation? 

Jonathan: I rejoice in the wealth of leadership gifts God has given this 
church, and pledge to work with others in a spirit of cooperation and 
openness to God’s presence among us. 

Conference Minister: Lisa and Jonathan, this congregation has called 
you to join together as Co-Pastors in pastoral ministry. As Co-Pastors, 
will you willingly offer and receive each other’s gifts, insight and 
counsel in shared pastoral ministry? 

Lisa: I promise to do so, with God’s help; I commit myself to prayerful 
support and joyful service together with Jonathan. 

Jonathan: I promise to do so, with God’s help; I commit myself to 
prayerful support and joyful service together with Lisa. 

Conference Minister (to congregation): Christian friends, you have 
heard the commitment Jonathan has made in accepting the call to 
pastoral leadership in this church. Do you receive him as Co-Pastor, 
and do you promise to be co-workers with him in this congregation, 
accepting him as one sent by God to lead you in the work of Christ in 

this place? If so, I invite you to stand, as you are able, and join in 
affirmation. 

Congregation: Jonathan, as God’s Spirit calls and the church 
commissions, we accept your service to and through this 
congregation. We enter a covenant with you, in which we pledge to 
support you, as you, in turn, support our ministries. We join you in 
seeking first the Kingdom of God. May you be blessed by a deep love 
for the church, for each of us, and for each life you touch on our 
behalf. May Christ be known in you and through you. Our prayers 
will continually support you. 

Conference Minister: In light of this covenant newly made between 
Charleswood Mennonite Church and you, Jonathan, may God 
empower you and this congregation with the wisdom, insight, 
strength, and tender love that can only come from on high, as you 
carry out your mission in this community and beyond. In the name of 
God our Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, and Friend. Amen. 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 


