
CHARLESWOOD MENNONITE CHURCH 
 January 22, 2023   Education Hour 9:30 am / Worship Service 10:45 am 

Worship Leader: Justin Neufeld Speaker: Jonathan Neufeld 
Song Leader: Bob Wiebe Pianist: Verna Wiebe 
Ushers: Julie Derksen & Kenton Lobe  
 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity – “Do good; seek justice” (Isaiah 1:17) 

GATHERING 
 Prelude 
 Call to Worship 

Leader: As a shepherd seeks a lost sheep, 
People: so God seeks and saves the lost. 
Leader: Like a woman who searches for a lost coin until it is found, 
People: so God rejoices over one soul restored to wholeness. 
Leader: As a father receives a returning wayward son, 
People: so God welcomes us and lets the past be the past. 
Leader: Therefore let us praise God in thanksgiving that 
 we are received. 
People: Let us receive and welcome and rejoice over one another 
 in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 Hymn: VT 1 Summoned by the God Who Made Us 
 Welcome and Introductions 

HEARING  
 Hymn 87 [livestream muted] O Praise the Gracious Power 
 Hymn: VT 705 For the Healing of the Nations 
 Children’s Story 
 Scripture Reading: Isaiah 1:12-18; Matthew 25:31-40 
 Sermon: “Serving Up Fancy Rice” 

RESPONDING  
 Hymn: VT 712 Beauty for Brokenness 
 Prayer of Confession 
  Sovereign God, we confess 
   that we are not ready for your holy realm. 
  You guide us toward right paths, 
    but we refuse to follow where you lead. 
  You love and feed and care for us, 
   but we fail to love and serve others. 
  Forgive us, merciful God, 
   so that we may return to your fold 
   and rejoice in your presence; 
   through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

   the Lamb upon the throne. Amen 

 Declaration of Forgiveness 
  However long we wander, 
  however far we stray, 
  God’s steadfast love endures forever. 
  Sisters and brothers, be assured: 
  in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

 Sharing [livestream muted] and Prayer 
  (with prayer refrain: “Teach us and show us the way”) 
 
SENDING  
 Announcements 
 Prayer and Reflective Silence on Offering 
 Hymn: VT 828  There's a Wild Hope in the Wind 
 Benediction 

~ Please return hymnals to the cart at the back of the sanctuary. ~ 

Matthew 25:31-40  The Judgement of the Nations 
‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, 

then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered 
before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right 
hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his right 
hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and 
you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 
was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me 
clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you 
visited me.” Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that 
we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something 
to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, 
or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick 
or in prison and visited you?” And the king will answer them, “Truly I 
tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of 
my family, you did it to me.” 
 
 
 

 


