
CHARLESWOOD MENNONITE CHURCH 
 January 8, 2023 

Education Hour 9:30 am  ~  Worship Service 10:45 am 

Worship Leader: James Friesen Reflection: Lynette Wiebe 
Song Leader: Alisa Wiebe Pianist: Emily Rempel 
Ushers: Trevor De Ryck & Charlotte Martens Storyteller: Elsie Rempel 
 

Epiphany: The manifold wisdom of God be made known 

GATHERING  
 Prelude  
 Welcome 
 Call to Worship 

Leader: O God, by the leading of a star you revealed your only Son 
 in all his glory to the people of the earth. 
People: The manifestation of light and new life, 
 you are Emmanuel, God with us. 
Leader: Guide us into your presence, 
 where we may see your glory face-to-face. 
People: We bring our gifts of service, unity, and love 
 as a blessing to your kingdom. 
All:  Let all the earth adore you, 
 for you are the Lord of lords and the King of kings. 
Leader: Look, I am sending my messenger, 
 go tell what you have seen! 
People: God’s awesome wonders fill the earth, 
 the lost are found, the blind receive sight, 
 the deaf hear, the lame walk, 
 the poor are preached to, 
 and those who are dead in spirit receive new life. 
Leader: Is this what you were expecting to see? 
People: Blessed are they who trust in the Lord! 
Leader: For his yoke is easy, his burdens are light. 
All:  Great is thy faithfulness! 

 Prayer 
 Hymn: VT 255 Love Came Down at Christmas 
 Introductions of Guests 
 
HEARING GOD’S WORD 
 Children’s Story 
 Hymn: VT 265 Angels, from the Realms of Glory 

 Scripture Reading (see next page): Matthew 2:1–12 with Isaiah 60:1–6; 
Psalm 72:1–7, 10–14; and Ephesians 3:1–12 

 Hymn: VT 259  To Us a Child of Hope is Born 
 Reflection  
 Hymn: VT 797  We Are People of God’s Peace 
 
RESPONDING 
 Sharing [livestream muted] and Prayer 
 
SENDING 
 Announcements 
 Prayer and Reflective Silence on Offering 
 Benediction 
 Hymn: VT 804  There Is More Love Somewhere 

~ Please return hymnals to the cart at the back of the sanctuary. ~ 

Matthew 2:1-12  The Magi Visit the Messiah  

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King 
Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the 
one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose 
and have come to worship him.”  

*** 
When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with 
him. When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and 
teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 

***  

“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has 
written: “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means 
least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will 
shepherd my people Israel.’”  

*** 
Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact 
time the star had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and 
search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so 
that I too may go and worship him.”  

*** 
After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they 
had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place 
where the child was. When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.  

*** 



On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and 
they bowed down and worshiped him.  

***    
Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh.  

*** 
And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they 
returned to their country by another route. 
 


