
 CHARLESWOOD MENNONITE CHURCH 
 July 24, 2022  ~  Worship Service 10:00 am 

Worship Leader: Jeff Friesen  
Pianist: Emily Rempel  
Ushers: Cornel & Martha Rempel   
 

 
The Decolonial Work of the Regional Church 

Psalm 138; Colossians 2:6-19; Luke 11:1-13 
 
We Gather  
 Prelude  
 Welcome and Introduction  
 Call to Worship VT# 851  
 Hymn  
 Invocation  
 
We Praise  
 Scripture Psalm 138  
 Hymn  
 
We Confess our Sins  
 Prayer of Confession VT# 888  
 Words of Assurance  
 Hymn  
 Scripture Colossians 2:6-19  
 
We Encounter the Church Elsewhere  
 Scripture  
 Reflection Anti-Colonial Work in MCM  
 
We Respond  
 Hymn  
 Offering: Our financial resources  
   Our prayers  
 Litany of Release for Jeff Friesen (see next page) 
 
We are Sent  
 Announcements  
 Hymn  
 Benediction 
 

Litany of Release & Blessing for Jeff Friesen 

Co-Pastor, Charleswood Mennonite Church 

 
ALL:  Great is your faithfulness, O God. 
  Every morning, your mercies are new. 
  All that we need, you provide for us. 
  Your faithfulness and love endure forever. 
 
Lisa Enns: Let us give thanks to God who has called us into being and 

has blessed our journeys. 
 
Congregation: We give thanks that you called Jeff to minister among 

us. We rejoice that he was faithful to this call and has served in our 
midst for eighteen years. 

 
Elsie Rempel: Today we mark the completion of your ministry among 

us. Saying goodbye includes remembering and releasing. Jeff, you 
came because we invited you as Associate Pastor for Youth and 
Young Adults but with time, we also felt that you had been sent to us 
for fuller pastoral service. We thank God for giving you strength, 
wisdom and grace over all these years. 

 
Julie Derksen: We remember when you began to work with our youth, 

your crazy games, the strong relationships you built with them, the 
creative and dedicated ways you gathered them for retreats. For these 
things and more we give you thanks. 

 
Congregation: We thank you for testing and growing in your theology 

during your years with us; for speaking God’s word to us in ways 
that were refreshing and thoughtful, enabling us to reflect on the 
Good News. 

 
Elsie: We thank you that you kept calling us beyond ourselves, to 

glimpse the fuller reign of God in our wider society. Your passion for 
justice encouraged us to learn, to get involved, and to grow in our 
advocacy. 

 
Congregation: We thank you for working with our various committees, 

and developing policies and guidelines. Your willingness to share 
your technological gifts with us helped us tremendously as we 
moved into virtual worship and meetings during COVID. 

 



Elsie: We thank you for raising your children among us and for sharing 
your various struggles in sickness and health. Felix and Miles, having 
watched you grow and mature before our very eyes, we love and 
cherish you as part of our church family. You are always welcome 
among us at Charleswood Mennonite. Jess, your willingness to 
embrace the Charleswood Mennonite Community as your own has 
made you an important part of this congregation. 

 
Lisa: We are grateful that Jeff has found a suitable continuing ministry 

with Mennonite Church Manitoba, which will overlap with the life of 
this congregation. But we recognize that expectations and boundaries 
will now change, for all of us. As you, the people of Charleswood 
Mennonite Church, bless Jeff in gratitude for his ministry here, do you 
release him from all pastoral responsibilities and relationships? 

 
Congregation: With the help of God, we do. We give thanks for Jeff’s 

faithfulness and acknowledge this transition in the life of our 
congregation. We will pray for God’s continued guidance in Jeff’s 
life. 

 
Lisa: Jeff, do you release the congregation from its loyalty to you as a 

pastor? Do you release the members from turning to you and 
depending on you to provide the pastoral ministries they seek? And 
do you commit to tending to those boundaries, yourself? 

 
Jeff: With the help of God, I do. When we meet in the future, I will be 

your friend but not your pastor. I will no longer perform pastoral 
duties among you. I will keep the congregation and its ministries in 
my prayers, enjoying relationships with you all in new ways. 

 
Congregation: Now it is time to say goodbye. Parting is bittersweet. We 

offer our support and encouragement as your ministry unfolds in a 
new setting, and we commit you to God’s gracious mercy. 

 
Response from Jeff 
 
ALL:  Great is your faithfulness, O God. 
  Every morning, your mercies are new. 
  All that we need, you provide for us. 
  Your faithfulness and love endure forever. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


