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Lent 3 ~ From Earning to Receiving 

We Gather to Worship 
 Prelude 
 Words Of Welcome  
 Call to Worship 
 Leader: Together we seek the way of God,  
 People: whose ways are not our ways, 
   whose thoughts are beyond our thoughts.  
 Leader:  Today we accept God’s invitation to the feast,  
 People: where there is water in the desert 
   and delightful food to share.  
 Leader:  As we worship, we receive the abundant gifts of God  
 People:  without money and without price.  
 All:  So let us praise God and sing for joy 

 Song: VT 103  Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee (vv 1,3,4) 
 
We Hear the Word 
 Responsive Reading 

Leader: Your ways, O God, are higher than our ways.  
People:  Your thoughts are higher than our thoughts.  
Leader:  We seek God’s ways.  (pause – candle is lit) 
All:  Lord, 
 move us from feeling we must earn your love to receive  
 and give your grace to ourselves and others. 

 Song: VT 211  Hope is a Candle 
 Prayer 
 Scripture Readings: Isaiah 55:1-9 
 Story 
 Scripture: Luke 13:1-9 (see next page); 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
 Sermon: “What Lies Beyond Capitalism”  

 
We Respond 
 Lenten Prayer of Confession 

Leader:  Holy One, we seek you while you may be found.  
People:  We call upon you while you are near.  
Leader:  Have mercy on us, O God, 
  for our thoughts are not your thoughts 
  and our ways are not your ways.   
People:  Forgive us for acting as if we must earn your love. 
  Open us to receiving your love as a gift.  
Leader:  As we walk with Christ on this Lenten journey, 
  let us see your way more clearly 
All:  and follow your way more faithfully. 

 Words of Assurance 
 Song: VT 161  I Sought the Lord 
 Offering and Prayer 
 Sharing and Prayers 
 
We are Sent 
 Announcements 
 Song: VT 478  I Come with Joy (vv 1,2,5) 
 Benediction 

~ ~ ~ 

Luke 13:1-9 
At that very time there were some present who told him about the 

Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. He 
asked them, ‘Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in 
this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? No, I tell 
you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. Or those 
eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do 
you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in 
Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish 
just as they did.’ 

Then he told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted in his 
vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. So he 
said to the gardener, “See here! For three years I have come looking 
for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should 
it be wasting the soil?” He replied, “Sir, let it alone for one more year, 
until I dig round it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well 
and good; but if not, you can cut it down.” ’ 
 


