
CHARLESWOOD MENNONITE CHURCH 
 December 5, 2021 

Education Hour 9:30 am  ~  Worship Service 10:45 am 

Worship Leader: Joan Fransen Speaker: Lisa Enns 
Song Leader: Ann Koop Hunsberger Pianist: Emily Rempel 
Scripture Reader: River R. K. Woods Storyteller: Jeff Friesen 
Candle Litany (Mentor Pair): Matthaeus Dyck & David Epp 
Caroling (10:30 am): Ann Koop Hunsberger & Adelaide Fransen 
Ushers: Bernie & Iris Toews  
Visuals: Kathy Fast, Vaughn Rempel Snider  
Technicians: Jonah Huebner, Kent Haase 
 

Advent 2 ~ Dare to Imagine God’s Embrace! 

GATHERING 
 Prelude 
 Words of Welcome and Introduction of Guests 
 Call to Worship 
 Song: VT 220  Prepare the Way! the Prophet Called 
 Candle Litany 

Leader:  We light a candle of peace.  
 And we imagine:  
People:  God’s tender mercy, God’s compassion.  
Leader:  We light the candle of peace to feel God’s embrace,  
  God’s nearness, God’s breath.  
People:  Imagine that… we are God’s wonders, blessed wonders. 

 Song: VT 276 Solemn Stillness, Weary Streets 

CONFESSING 
 Confession of Sin 
 Words of Assurance 

HEARING THE WORD 
 Scripture Reading: Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79  
 Story 
 Song: VT 246  Come, Join in Mary’s Prophet-Song 
 Sermon: “Not Quite in Bethlehem Yet” 

RESPONDING 
 Celebrating Mentor Relationships 

Leader: O God, you have gifted the persons 
        who are committed to be mentors to our youth. 
 Today we ask for your blessings on the new 

  mentor relationships being formed. 
 Fill them with the love of Christ and the power of the Spirit 
        as they carry out this ministry.  
Mentors: Grant us wisdom, patience, and hope in our encounters  
  with our youth. 
 Give us joy in our task. 
Youth:  Help us, through prayer and words of encouragement, 
  to freely engage with our mentors. 
             Give us grace in our work, play, and discernment with our 

mentors. 
All:    Let these new relationships be a blessing to our 

congregation, 
  a time for spiritual enrichment and mutual growth. 
 In Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 Sharing Together: Our Financial Resources 
  Our Prayers 

SENDING 
 Announcements 
 Song: VT 705 For the Healing of the Nations 
 Benediction 

~ Please leave hymnbooks on the seats ~ 

 
This year's Advent theme is "Dare to Imagine", offered to the churches by our 
denomination in the Leader magazine. This season's writing/planning team was 
an all-Manitoban one, made up of (take note of the CMC connections!): Emily 
Rempel, Elsie Rempel, Karen Schellenberg, Kathy Giesbrecht, Michael Pahl, Paul 
Dueck, and Marika Veith. We use these materials with gratitude as we look 
ahead to a meaningful season of awaiting the Coming One. 
 
Luke 1: 68-79  

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably 
on his people and redeemed them.  He has raised up a mighty 
savior for us in the house of his servant David, as he spoke through 
the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, that we would be saved 
from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. Thus he 
has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, and has 
remembered his holy covenant, the oath that he swore to our 
ancestor Abraham, to grant us that we, being rescued from the 
hands of our enemies, might serve him without fear, in holiness 
and righteousness before him all our days.  And you, child, will be 



called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the 
Lord to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of salvation to his 
people by the forgiveness of their sins. By the tender mercy of our 
God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, to give light to 
those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our 
feet into the way of peace.” 
 

 


