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MENNONITE CHURCH CANADA
- Bill C-15 ‘a tangible win’ for Indigenous rights. Read our interview with former
MP Romeo Saganash and ISR director Steve Heinrichs about the passing of
the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act this past June, a
win at a time of deep mourning for Indigenous communities.
https://www.mennonitechurch.ca/article/12512-bill-c-15-a-tangible-win-forindigenous-rights
 INTERNATIONAL WITNESS
- Tany Warkentin provides update from latest trip to Africa. “This is your
family,” writes Tany Warkentin, Mennonite Church Canada’s Liaison for
Ministry in Africa, as she returns from meetings with Africa Inter-Mennonite
Mission in Burkina Faso and D.R. Congo this past October. Meet members of
your global faith family through Tany’s photo journal documented
here: https://www.mcab.ca/article/10528-and-this-is-your-family.
 INDIGENOUS-SETTLER RELATIONS
- Pray for land defenders in Wet'suwet'en nation (northwest BC). Last week,
dozens of heavily militarized RCMP raided Gidimt'en Checkpoint, where land
defenders have been peacefully controlling access to the road in order to
prevent Coastal GasLink from drilling under their sacred headwaters. Over 30
people have been arrested, including journalists. See video footage (content
warning: police violence). Visit https://www.yintahaccess.com/ for updates.

 New to the CMC Library…
A new Christmas picture book for kids (and grown-ups) with lovely
illustrations which brings the story to life in a unique way: A Savior
is Born: Rocks Tell the Story of Christmas created by Patti Rokus.
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November 28, 2021
Education Hour 9:30 am ~ Worship Service 10:45 am
Worship Leader: Lisa Enns
Speaker: Harry Huebner
Candle Litany (Mentor Pair): Sophia Lobe &
Story Teller: Jeff Friesen
Caroline Klassen
Song Leader: Emily Rempel
Scripture Reader: Sofia Bogoya Enns
Pianist: Rachel Klassen Huebner
Visuals: Kathy Fast, Vaughn Rempel Snider
Technician: Kent Haase
Ushers: Henry Kliewer, Les Zacharias & Trevor De Ryck
This year's Advent theme is "Dare to Imagine", offered to the churches by our
denomination in the Leader magazine. This season's writing/planning team was an
all-Manitoban one, made up of (take note of the CMC connections!): Emily Rempel,
Elsie Rempel, Karen Schellenberg, Kathy Giesbrecht, Michael Pahl, Paul Dueck, and
Marika Veith. We use these materials with gratitude as we look ahead to a
meaningful season of awaiting the Coming One.

Advent 1 ~ Dare to Imagine God’s Goodness!
GATHERING
Prelude
Words of Welcome and Introduction
Call to Worship
Song: VT 210
O Come, O Come, Immanuel
Candle Litany
Leader: We light a candle of hope.
And we imagine:
People: God’s righteousness, God’s steadfast love, God’s justice.
Leader: We light the candle to see God’s goodness in us, among us.
People: Imagine that… we are God’s wonders, blessed wonders.
Song: VT 276

Solemn Stillness, Weary Streets

HEARING THE WORD
Scripture Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16 (see next page); Luke 21:25-36
Story
Song: VT 216
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
Sermon: “Hope: The Stance of Waiting for God”
RESPONDING AT THE LORD’S TABLE
Confession and Assurance
Leader: A friend once said children grow taller at night - while at rest,
bones quietly stretch, and bit by bit their bodies grow.
Trees grow silently, too - from deep inside, energy is released.
Branches reach for the light.
People can grow silently, too.
cont’d >

People:

We confess that all too often we stifle the growth God
inspires deep inside of us, preferring the immediate, the
good enough, the comfortable.
Leader: In Advent, O God, cause us to get up on our tiptoes, lean
forward, and extend our gaze.
People: Surely God, who caused the righteous Branch to spring up,
will enliven our imaginations in this season of hope.
(silence)
Assurance Leader: The kingdom of God is near.
Listen - can you hear it?
Look - can you see it?
Our God says,
“Surely the days are coming - they are already here!”
Invitation to the Table (deacons come forward)
Prayer of Thanksgiving
Words of Institution
Coming Forward for the Bread and Cup, Time of Blessing
Partaking Together
Prayer, with the Lord’s Prayer

CHURCH FAMILY NOTES
Pre-Worship Carol Singing during Advent, 10:30 am: Along with Advent comes
our desire to start singing Christmas carols. Please come early for 10:30 am during
the Sundays of Advent (beginning Nov. 28) to enjoy singing carols together in the
sanctuary before the worship service.
Mitten Tree: CMC has a long-standing tradition of collecting winter accessories
during Advent for children who need them within our city. You are invited to bring
mittens, toques, neck tubes, and/or gently-used parkas, snow pants and boots.
Donated items will be going to an inner-city school.
Sunday Seminar Series, 9:30 am: "End of Life Conversations". Mark your
calendars for Jan. 9-Feb. 6, 2022. Facilitated by Cornel Rempel and Lisa Enns,
along with some invited guests, this series will look at significant topics such as the
meaningful engagement of Family and Church during death and grief; MAID
(Medical Assistance in Dying); Memorial Gardens, and more. If you have related
topics you would like to suggest we include, please let Cornel or Lisa know in the
coming weeks.
Proof of Vaccination: Thank you to the many who have already submitted their
proof of vaccination. If you have not already done so, please bring it with you when
you come to church and a volunteer in the lobby will help you get this done. Once
your vaccination proof has been screened you won't have to bring or show proof of
vaccination again.

PRAYING
Sharing Together: Our Financial Resources
Our Prayers

COMING UP

BEING SENT
Announcements
Song: VT 828
Benediction

 Dec 12, 12:30 – Church Council will be holding a Consensus Building
Workshop. The topic for the workshop will be on Indigenous-Settler relations
with particular emphasis on listening to the congregation on what steps CMC
should take when exploring Reconciliation. More information to come but
please mark your calendars. Due to Covid, we are asking members to bring
their own bagged lunch and we will aim to start at 12:30 pm.

There’s a Wild Hope in the Wind
~ Please leave hymnbooks on the seats ~

Jeremiah 33:14-16
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfil the
promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those
days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for
David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In
those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And
this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The Lord is our
righteousness.’

 NEXT SUNDAY, noon – Mentor Lunch at church after the worship service.

CHURCH BUDGET UPDATE
Income budgeted end of October
Actual income to end of October
Difference

$290,338
$235,327
$55,011

Actual income to end of October 2020

$250,438

Ways to donate: 1.
2.
3.
4.

Cheque: Mail to 699 Haney St, Winnipeg MB R3R 0Y7
Account transfer at Crosstown Credit Union
Canada Helps website: canadahelps.org
E-transfer: Send to donations@charleswoodmennonite.ca

MENNONITE CHURCH MANITOBA/CANADA
* Prepare the Way! Advent Afternoon @ Assiniboia. You are invited to bring
your friends and family to Camp Assiniboia for an afternoon of harp music,
singing, drama, and more. Sat., Dec. 4, 1-4 pm. More info to follow soon.
* Mennonite Church Manitoba invites applications for the full-time Director of
Mission Engagement position. Visit the MCM website for job
description. www.mennochurch.mb.ca/get-involved.
* Nov. 29 is United Nations Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian
People. Please join the Mennonite Church Manitoba Palestine-Israel Network
along with others including folks from the Palestinian and Jewish communities at
Vimy Ridge Park, 821 Preston Ave, Nov. 28, Sun., 12:00-12:30 pm-1:30 pm.
- Canada Stand Up for Palestinian Children’s Rights. We are asking the Canadian
Government to appoint a Special Envoy to monitor and report on the situation of
Palestinian children living in occupied Palestine pertaining to the standards of
international law and UN Convention of the Rights of the Child, signed by both
Israel and Canada.
* LITE (Local Investment Toward Employment) has designed a hamper that
provides job experiences and an extraordinary gift to uplift and honour families
receiving them. The LITE Hamper combines grocery gift cards with food and
gifts made by our community members. 450 hampers will be distributed to North
End and West End families this December. With your support, our community
partners will produce over $25K worth of goods made by and for our community.
Hampers can be purchased outright at shop.lite.mb.ca (“featured products”) or
bought and delivered on your behalf. All hamper purchases are tax deductible.
CAMPS WITH MEANING (https://campswithmeaning.org)
* Break the Bank-uet 2. Camps with Meaning Online Fundraising Event. Join
camp staff for music, updates, a celebration of Summer 2021 ministry, and of
course, breaking the bank. Watch video: www.campswithmeaning.org/banquet
* Camp Assiniboia hiring kitchen helpers. For more information contact Lauren
Gervais cakitchen@campswithmeaning.org 204-799-5005. For other job
opportunities, visit www.campswithmeaning.org/news
WESTGATE MENNONITE COLLEGIATE (https://westgatemennonite.ca/)
* Westgate Mennonite Collegiate invites applications to teach two sections of
Grade 8 English Language Arts. This term position commences Jan. 31, 2022. A
cover letter/vitae can be sent to bhummelt@westgatemennonite.org. by Dec. 15.
* Westgate Mennonite Collegiate is seeking a Principal to join our dynamic and
dedicated team to lead our Mennonite faith-based independent school. Visit
westgatemennonite.ca. Applications due: Dec. 31 pknyoman@shaw.ca.
* Westgate’s Annual General Meeting: Mon., Nov. 29, 7:00 pm. As members of
Westgate's community, you are invited to join us for our AGM - in person (86
West Gate, please bring proof of vaccination) or virtually. If you would like to
join us online and/or would like to receive a PDF copy of the AGM Report Book,
please contact the office (204-775-7111 or lhp@westgatemennonite.org).

MCC – MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE MANITOBA/CANADA
* Looking for work with purpose? Join MCC Manitoba! We are looking for a
halftime Constituency Relations Coordinator, offering a flexible home office base
within Manitoba. For more information, visit mccmb.ca/openings.
* Make Giving Tuesday a family affair! Open up conversations about generosity
with your kids using free MCC worksheets, activity ideas and crafts, available
at mccmb.ca/kids-learning-about-generosity. And pick out transformative gifts—
like a Christmas pig, swaddling clothes or fruit trees—from MCC's Christmas
Giving catalogue at mccmb.ca/christmas.
* The Excel Empowerment Centre (TEEC), an MCC Manitoba partner
through Material Resources, is looking for volunteers to help with
conversational and basic English tutoring for newcomer women from South
Sudan. Located in the West End of Winnipeg, TEEC offers programming and a
sense of community to war-affected newcomers and immigrants. Timings (once
or multiple times per week) can be customized. Vaccinations are required. Please
contact executive director Rebecca Deng at teecmbss@gmail.com, 204-218-8830.
CMU – CANADIAN MENNONITE UNIVERSITY (https://www.cmu.ca/)
* Don’t miss out! Apply for fall 2022 by Nov. 30 to have application fee waived.
* Business at CMU information webinar, Dec. 1, 6:00 pm. Learn how CMU’s
Bachelor of Business Administration program prepares students for careers in
business and non-profit organizations. To register visit cmu.ca/webinar.
* Music at CMU information webinar, Dec. 8, 6:00 pm. Studying music at CMU
provides you with a breadth of skills and depth of knowledge to be a creative and
analytical thinker who is prepared to pursue a range of vocations and careers. If
you are considering studying a Bachelor of Music, Music Therapy or a Bachelor
of Arts majoring in Music, this webinar is for you! Visit cmu.ca/webinar.
* CommonWord Christmas Sale runs Nov. 29-Dec. 3. Check the online flyer for
fair-trade and specialty food and coffee products, unique seasonal books, and
resources. Many creative gift ideas! For hours and more online creative gift ideas,
visit commonword.ca.
* Book Launch: Benchmark: Countering COVID through Painting and
Poetry, Thur., Dec. 2, 7:00 pm. Join Susan Moore and Mary Reimer for paintings,
poems, and stories created while occupying 52 different benches around
Winnipeg during the pandemic. Visit commonword.ca/go/2653 for in person and
livestream details.
* Book Launch: Suffering the Truth: Occasional Sermons and Reflections,
Thur., Dec. 9 at 7:00 pm. CMU Press invites you to join Chris Huebner, Associate
Professor of Theology and Philosophy at CMU, to celebrate the release of his
collection of provocative explorations and meditations on the Christian
life. Visit commonword.ca/go/2659 for in person and livestream details.

