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ENTERING WORSHIP 

 Call to Worship (based on Psalm 148) 

  Let the heavenly host praise the Lord! 

  Let the sun, moon, and shining stars praise the Lord! 

  Let fire, wind, and rain praise the Lord, 

  And let mountains and hills, and the wide open plain praise the Lord. 

  Let all the beasts of the earth and the sea, 

  And all the birds of the air praise the Lord. 

  Let all people, of all ages and genders, join together in praise. 

  Let all, regardless of race or class, come together before God. 

  Let us, this morning, raise our voices with all of Creation. 
   

 Music HWB 5 Let the whole creation cry   

 

 Prayer (Invocation based on Psalm 23, 1 Peter 2, and John 10) 

 Christ, you are our shepherd; 

  you guide us beside still waters and restore our souls. 

 You also guide us on the path of suffering,  

 that we might do right and endure struggle. 

 Jesus, you have shown us the way of abundant life, 

 the life that comes through death on a cross. 

 Free us from our sins and our wants, 

 teach us the sound of your voice, 

 and help us to trust in you,  

 during this time of worship and the days ahead. 

 In your name we pray, Amen. 

 

 Music HWB 599  He leadeth me 

 

 

HEARING THE WORD 

 Scripture Reading: John 10:1-10 (printed below) 

 

 Music HWB 519 Shepherd me, O God  

 

 Children’s Story (based on John 10, from Mennonite Church Manitoba and  



  Camps with Meaning staff) 

 

 Scripture Reading: Acts 2:42-47 (printed below) 

 

 Sermon 

 

 Music HWB 270  Who are these 

 

 Faith Story: Larry Friesen (printed below) 

 

 Zoom Mtg at 11:00 am: Includes Offertory, Sharing & Prayer, and the Benediction 

  (Check your email for invitation) 

 

 Offertory Prayer (written by Mary Petrina Boyd, and posted on Ministry Matters) 

God of love, 

you abide with us; 

you provide for all our needs 

and guide us in your ways. 

Out of gratitude for your care, 

we bring our gifts before you. 

Use them for your work of caring, 

that all may feast at the table of abundance, 

walk without fear, 

and drink deeply 

from the cup of compassion. Amen. 

 

 Benediction (adapted from the Monthly Prayers on the Christian Aid website) 

Merciful God,  

who is more than we can ever imagine,  

give us a wider vision of the world and a broader view of justice;  

give us dreams of peace that are not defined by boundaries of race or class, 

or by the limitations of worldly structures and systems.  

Open our eyes and our ears  

that wherever we go, we may hear your voice calling us by name, 

calling us to serve, share, and praise, 

so that we never give up on the promise of your kingdom,  

where all have life, and have it abundantly.  

Go and serve the Lord. Amen. 

 

 

  



John 10:1-10 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

 

“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate 

but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by 

the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for 

him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and 

leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of 

them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 They will not 

follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the 

voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did 

not understand what he was saying to them. 

7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the 

sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did 

not listen to them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and 

will come in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and 

kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 

 

 

Acts 2:41-47 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

 
41 So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about 

three thousand persons were added. 42 They devoted themselves to the 

apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 

43 Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being 

done by the apostles. 44 All who believed were together and had all things in 

common; 45 they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the 

proceeds[j] to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they spent much time 

together in the temple, they broke bread at home[k] and ate their food with 

glad and generous[l] hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the 

people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were 

being saved. 

 

 

 
  



My Faith Story – “A Yes Response” 

Written by Larry Friesen, May 3, 2020  

It began when at age 22 I wanted my life to change.  I remember when I asked 

myself – “If God created me, He must have something better in mind for me!”  I 

debated within myself whether I was ready to say yes to the question – am I 

ready to give my life to God?  During this time God was entering my thoughts.  

And when I responded with a YES and put my whole trust in God, everything 

changed.  A year later I was baptized.  The meaning of baptism for me was that it 

was a sign that God was at work in my life. It meant the dying of my old self and 

the active presence and guidance of the Holy Spirit.  

In my life there were often times when I tried to force solutions.  At times after 

much of this kind of struggle I began to learn that when I asked for help and even 

when I forgot to ask for help, my needs were taken care of without any effort.  

Things just fell into place.  God was guiding me even if I did not recognize it.  More 

and more I began to be aware of God’s guidance in my inner self. 

At one time I got this message – “Just stay close to me.”  At another time an 

inner Voice came to me saying, “Everything will be taken care of.” 

Another time when I felt despair and thought something was wrong with my 

whole life – the response was, “What if isn’t true”? This changed my whole 

perspective and I saw my life in a new way. 

I began to let go of my efforts of trying hard and doing it all by myself.  I began 

to ask for guidance and even when I did not ask, things just fell into place.  

More and more I am asking, “Show me the way”!  

It just seems as if an unseen presence is guiding me.   

I now understand that God was at work in my life, guiding me at all times and 

showing love for me. 

I now know that I am at my best when I let God carry me.  He is always a 

constant in spite of struggles. I look for guidance and look for the next right thing 

to do.  

“We love because He first loved me.” 1 John 4: 19 

“For it is God who is at work in me enabling me to do his will and to work for 

his good pleasure.”  Phil 2: 17      

And I am grateful.    

 


