
CHARLESWOOD MENNONITE CHURCH 

March 20, 2020 

 
 
Hello Charleswood Mennonites, 
 
In our ongoing desire to remain connected, we are sending you another email to fill you in on what the 
church staff and leadership team has been up to in the past few days and let you know what you can 
expect from us in the coming days. (It is a rather lengthy email – enjoy the read.) 

1. Work Schedules - Karen, Jeff and Anita are all still working much the same schedule as they 

always have.  Karen will work from the office most days, Jeff will be in the office on Tuesdays 

and Thursdays and working from home on Wed and Friday.  Anita will be in the office Thursday 

and Friday mornings as usual.  

 
2. Church Pandemic Working Group – On Wednesday evening, Julia Thiessen (Worship 

Committee), Julie Derksen (Pastoral Care), Harry Huebner (Council Chair), Jeff Friesen and 

Karen Schellenberg met on ZOOM for our first meeting as a “working group” to begin imagining 

and spearheading how we go about being the church in these unique times.  This working group 

represents the two major areas of concern at the current time – Worship and Pastoral Care.  Please 

note that this group does not replace any of the structures already in place, it is simply a small 

group who will meet weekly (at least at first) to try to keep on top of the church’s response in 

these unusual times.  

 
3. What you can expect in the coming days: 

 
a. Church Update will be sent out on Fridays – This will include announcements that you are 

used to getting in the bulletin. 

 
b. A Weekly Inspirational email or video from one of your pastors. 

 
c. We continue not to meet in our church building at this time, so we encourage you to tune in 

and listen to the worship service that Jeff and a team of other MCM pastors have recorded for 

this Sunday. Doug Klassen – MC Canada Executive Director will preach on the Lent 

Lectionary texts for this week.  (John 9:1-41; 1 Sam 16:1-13; Psalm 23; Ephesians 5:8-14) 

“The beauty of John 9 is that while healing happens, other complications are introduced,” 

says Klassen. “The COVID-19 crisis is immensely complicated, but where is Jesus coming to 

us in the midst of it all? Let’s explore together.” 

 

The video will be uploaded to the Mennonite Church Canada YouTube Channel and available 
through a link on the nationwide website: https://www.mennonitechurch.ca. 
  
If you have questions, please contact your regional church communicator or Katie Doke 
Sawatzky, Mennonite Church Canada Communications Officer.  
  

4.  The Worship Committee will be meeting (via ZOOM) soon to talk about ways that we can 

produce and record our own Sunday Worship Services (recorded in our sanctuary).  We will 

update you as those become available. 



a. While we won’t be meeting in person, financial donations are still be received.  Milton 

Friesen (treasurer) will stop by the church weekly to pick up the donations that come in by 

mail.  You are also invited to use the online format available.  (Scroll down for Budget and 

Donation information.) 

b. We will continue with our weekly Sharing and Praying time.  Please email your sharing and 

prayer requests to Jeff (jeff.friesen@charleswoodmennonite.ca)  or Karen Schellenberg 

(karen.schellenberg@charleswoodmennonite.ca) by Thursday morning, and they will ensure 

they appear in the Friday Church Email.  (If you have good suggestions for books to read, 

podcasts to listen to, music you have been enjoying – please send that our way as well and we 

will pass it on.) 

 
5. The Pastoral Care Committee will meet in the coming days (via ZOOM) to discuss creative 

ways of offering care to each other.  Some are suggesting we organize a process of connecting 

folks who are willing to run errands, and those who are in need of assistance.  (Thanks Ted and 

Pat for that suggestion)  For now, feel free to reach out to each other to make these kinds of 

offers, but the committee will also talk about these kinds of things and keep you updated.    

 
6. The Church Building.  You are always welcome to stop by if you wish.  Please call either Jeff, 

Karen or Anita if you plan to come.  We are currently keeping the front door locked, so that we 

can be aware of who enters this space.  Thanks for helping us all keep the church a safe and 

healthy place to be.   

 
7. I have received emails from some of you this week. I asked Lisa Enns if I could share part of 

what she wrote. Please remember to pray for our Front Line workers – and be encouraged by the 

skill and love with which they do their work. 

 
From Lisa Enns – March 18, 2020  
“Thanks for checking in! It is, indeed, a wonky time, and yes, we are in lock down, and things are 
just kind of crazy. Lots of high stress in everyone around Donwood - staff, residents, family 
members. My job has taken a 180 turn in the past few days. All group activities and programming 
has been suspended, and Recreation and I are busy planning things for small groups of 4-5 
people, keeping the social distancing a top priority, but still offering something to bring some 
meaning and pleasure to the residents' days. Yesterday I spontaneously decided to pull the piano 
out into the middle of the activity room and a group of us played "Name that Hymn". The 
residents loved it, and were very good, I might add! Even the ones with dementia. It was a hoot! 
We're praying more, and just checking in with residents, trying to facilitate phone conversations 
with family members because they can't come visit, that kind of thing. We're also being called on 
to do jobs we normally wouldn't do, because we short-staffed. (A number of staff are either home 
sick with common colds, etc., or are self-isolating for 14 days because they just came back from 
travelling). So this could include feeding residents, portering to and from places within the 
building, whatever other staff needs help with. I'm also doing my second funeral in a week on 
Friday. So, yes, your intuition was right.” 

 
8. Lastly – A Thought, a Prayer and a Blessing 

 As we continue to journey through this season of Lent, we join Jesus’ journey to the cross amidst 
the current realities of COVID-19, economic downturn, and an abundance of uncertainty and fear. 
We remember our focus during Lent on creation and notice that throughout scripture, God’s earth 
and the stuff it is made of, works in harmony with God to offer healing and restoration. 



As Jesus spits on the ground, makes mud out of the dirt and “spreads it on the man’s eyes” (John 
9) we call out to God to spit on the earth again! Heal our world we pray, Transform our hearts, 
our wills, our governments, our priorities, our loneliness and fears. Spread your healing mud and 
oil on us and on our world. Following the example of Jesus, we surrender ourselves to You, O 
God. With hope and in trust – we receive your anointing. Amen. 
 
 
Words of Blessing (from Sing the Journey #77) 
 

The peace of the earth be with you, 

The peace of the heavens too; 

The peace of the rivers be with you, 

The peace of the oceans too. 

Deep peace falling over you. 

God’s peace growing in you. Amen. 

 
 
~ Karen Schellenberg 
 

 
 

 
 
 
AT HOME RESOURCES 

MennoMedia has sent links to resources that you can access while you are at home (Press “control” and 
click on the highlighted word below to head to the page). 
 

• Sunday School – These are the SHINE resources used in our Sunday School program. 
- Also, attached to this email you will also find this Sunday’s Children’s Worship Bulletin. Note 

that there is a code on the first page that gives you access to more online games and activities. 
 

• Adult Bible Study – This week’s Bible Study 

 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH BUDGET UPDATE 

Donations budgeted to end of February $59,300 
Actual donations to end of February $42,422 
Difference $16,878 

Ways to donate:  1. Cheque mailed to the church (699 Haney St, Winnipeg MB  R3J 0R7) 
  2. Account transfer at Crosstown Credit Union 
  3. Canada Helps website: canadahelps.org 
  4. E-transfer. Talk to Keith or Milton for details 

 
 
 



MENNONITE CHURCH MANITOBA/CANADA & COMMUNITY 

Executive Minister, Ken Warkentin, share a letter to MCM congregations: “Our Holy Book is filled 
with messages of hope in trying times. The words of Paul to the church in Rome fill my heart with hope!” 
Read the whole letter. 
 
Pandemic outbreak resources from CommonWord:  The current climate around the COVID-19 virus has 
many of us feeling out of sorts. To help, CommonWord has put together a list of resources on pandemic 
preparedness and response that you can use to help you navigate this difficult time. 
https://www.commonword.ca/Browse/8210 
 
The Spiritual Care Training Series scheduled to begin at Lindenwood on April 1 will be postponed until 
such a time as it is safe to meet again. We will look forward to meeting and learning together at a future 
date. May God walk with you all in this uncertain time. Lois Litz Spiritual Care -Lindenwood Senior’s 
Care. 
 

 

 

MCC - MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE MANITOBA/CANADA 

#DaytoPray is a call to dig deeper. During this time, we need to come together as a community and lean 
into our faith. We’re inviting everyone to join us as we pause on Wednesday, March 25 for a Day to Pray 
– for our neighbours, for our families and for the world. During the crisis of COVID-19, we need the 
peace, courage and healing only God can provide. Follow along on our Facebook page, @MCCPeace, 
and join us as we share our prayers with each other. #daytopray 

 
 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS: 

Karen: Tue, Thu-Fri 9:00am-2:00 pm, Wed: Visitations 

Jeff: Tue-Fri 9:00 am-2:00 pm Please submit announcements/order of worship 

Anita: Thu & Fri mornings  by 9:00 am Thursday 

Church Office.................................................. office@charleswoodmennonite.ca; 204-837-7982 

Church Website .............................................................................. www.charleswoodmennonite.ca 

Karen Schellenberg – Pastor (karen.schellenberg@charleswoodmennonite.ca) ... 204-223-

4383 

Jeff Friesen – Pastor (jeff.friesen@charleswoodmennonite.ca) ............................ 204-996-0398 

Anita Epp – Office Administrative Assistant ........................................................... 204-837-7982 

Deacons: 

Julie Derksen (Chair) ............... 204-452-9313 

Diana Epp-Fransen ................... 204-996-7574 

Kim Fast ....................................... 204-775-6107 

 

Ruth Friesen ........................................ 204-488-0916 

Sheila Klassen-Wiebe ....................... 204-488-4029 

Henry Kliewer ..................................... 204-451-2694 


