
CHURCH BUDGET UPDATE 

Donations budgeted to end of February $59,300 
Actual donations to end of February $42,422 
Difference $16,878 

Ways to donate:  1. Cheque or Cash 
  2. Account transfer at Crosstown Credit Union 
  3. Canada Helps website: canadahelps.org 
  4. E-transfer. Talk to Keith or Milton for details 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHARLESWOOD MENNONITE CHURCH 

 March 17, 2020 

Education Hour  9:30 am  ~  Worship Service  10:45 am 

Worship Leader: Nicolien Klassen-Wiebe Song Leader: Ann Koop Hunsberger 
Speakers: Alayna Smith, Walker Giesbrecht Pianist: Adelaide Fransen 
Story Teller: Jeff Friesen News Reader: Mildred Schroeder 

The morning we welcome Loretta Marten from St. Mary Anglican Church as our 
guest Lenten reader. Henry Kliewer is reading at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church. 

  Lent 3 

uring Lent we join Jesus’ journey to the cross amidst the realities of our 
climate crisis. On this third Sunday of Lent, we think about water, 

God’s precious gift that we take for granted. Jesus says, “I am the living 
water.” God, lead us through the darkest valleys to a place of beauty 
restored. 

WE GATHER 
 Prelude 
 Call to worship 

Leader: We come to worship God, 
 who makes streams flow from rock, 
 who turns the parched earth into springs of water, 
 who sends the rain from heaven, 
 and makes the wilderness blossom and flourish. 

People: As the deer thirsts for flowing streams, 
 so we thirst for You, O God. 

Leader: Come, let’s worship our life-giving God, 
 who pours out living water on all who thirst. 

 HWB 55 Let's sing unto the Lord 
 Welcome and Introductions 
 Opening Prayer 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 Scripture Reading: John 4:5-26 
 HWB 493  I heard the voice of Jesus say 
 Story Time 
 Scripture Reading:  Romans 5:1-11  Loretta Marten 
        Exodus 17:1-7 (see insert) 
 Message  Alayna Smith 
 HWB 606  Oh, have you not heard  
 Message  Walker Giesbrecht 

WE CONFESS 
 News from Our World 

D 

OFFICE HOURS: 

Karen: Tue, Thu-Fri 9:00am-2:00 pm, Wed: Visitations 
Jeff: Tue-Fri 9:00 am-2:00 pm Please submit announcements/order of worship 

Anita: Thu & Fri mornings  by 9:00 am Thursday 

Church Office .......................................................... office@charleswoodmennonite.ca; 204-837-7982 
Church Website .................................................................................... www.charleswoodmennonite.ca 
Karen Schellenberg – Pastor (karen.schellenberg@charleswoodmennonite.ca) ............... 204-223-4383 
Jeff Friesen – Pastor (jeff.friesen@charleswoodmennonite.ca) ........................................ 204-996-0398 
Anita Epp – Office Administrative Assistant ................................................................... 204-837-7982 

Deacons: 

Julie Derksen (Chair) ....................... 204-452-9313 
Diana Epp-Fransen .......................... 204-996-7574 
Kim Fast .......................................... 204-775-6107 
Rudy Friesen ................................... 204-488-0916 

 

Ruth Friesen ........................................... 204-488-0916 
Sheila Klassen-Wiebe ............................. 204-488-4029 
Henry Kliewer ........................................ 204-451-2694 
Hwang Lee ............................................. 204-261-5029 

 

Charleswood Mennonite Church Affirmation Statement (Approved June 9, 2019) 

Charleswood Mennonite Church is rooted in the Anabaptist Mennonite tradition as a 

community of faith committed to becoming the body of Christ. 

We welcome all persons to worship and participate with us. We acknowledge the image 

of God in every person including those of every gender identity and sexual orientation. 

We invite all to participate in our congregation’s practices such as baptism, church 

membership, church leadership, and marriage. We lament the prejudice and 

discrimination found in society and in the church, and we commit to holding each other 

accountable to the teachings and example of Jesus Christ. 

We celebrate and affirm all persons worshiping with us. Together we seek to be a pilgrim 

community of mission, service, hospitality, grace, healing, justice, peace, and love. 

  New to the CMC Library: 

Four new books in the Mennonite History for Young People series (good for 

all ages!). All four are written by Rosabel Fast and put out by the D.F. Plett 

Historical Research Foundation. 

  1.  Leaving Canada: The Journey to Mexico  

  2.  Discovering Mexico: A Strange New Land 

  3.  A New Home: Living in Mexico 

  4.  Leaving Russia: The Journey to Canada 

 



 Confession (written by Julia Thiessen) 
All: Almighty God and loving Creator, you are the sustainer of all life. 

Leader: Lord, you are our shepherd. 

All: We confess that we have sinned against you and your creation in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and what we 
have left undone. 

Leader: God, you lead us on the right path. 

All: We have taken for granted the water that pours from our taps, the 
rain that waters our gardens, and the lakes in which we fish; we 
have not acknowledged your gifts.   

Leader: You lead us into green pastures and make us rest beside these 
quiet waters. 

All: We have been complicit in the restriction, privatization, and 
pollution of the living water; we want security for ourselves 
instead of water for all. 

Leader: Lord, you prepare the table before us. 

All: We have contributed to the increase of drought and fire, to the 
melting of ice and the warming of oceans. 

Leader: God, next to you we fear no evil. 

All: We have turned away from the most vulnerable among us, who 
are most in need of life-sustaining waters. 

Leader: Your shepherd’s staff is a comfort to us as we walk even into 
the valley of the shadow of death, as you walked into the shadow of 
death. 

All: Lord, we repent, offering up our entitlement and the destruction 
we’ve wrought, and turning toward the oppressed. We ask you 
and your creation to work upon us. Amen. 

  (Silent reflection) 

 Words of Assurance 
Leader: God fills our cup to overflowing. Though we may see sorrow all 

around, Jesus offers living water that brings all through death. God’s 
goodness and mercy still follow us all the days of our lives. Amen. 

 SJ 82  Water has held us 
 
WE OFFER OURSELVES 

 Through Our Finances 
 Through Our Sharing and Prayers 

WE GO WITH GOD 
 Announcements 
 SJ 118  Thy holy wings 
 Benediction 

~ Please return hymnbooks to the shelves at the back of the sanctuary. Thank you. ~ 

CHURCH FAMILY NOTES 

COVID-19 Response Info: In keeping with health directives you will notice that 
we are doing some things a little differently this morning. We are glad you are here. 
You may view information on our church’s response by viewing today’s bulletin on 
the church website at: http://press.charleswoodmennonite.ca/. Click on “2020 03 
15” and scroll to the end. This information was also emailed out on Friday, Mar. 13.  
 
Adult Education Schedule (9:30 am): 

•Mar 15 - Presentation: The Power of Lent, the Wonder of Easter (scripture through 
a metaphysical lens); Sandy Carriere, Spiritual Leader of Unity Center of Wpg 

•Mar 22 - Presentation: The Gospel of Matthew (from a Jewish perspective): Dr. 
Ruth Ashrafi, Gray Academy, Wpg 

•Mar 29 - Dr. Ashrafi, session 2 
 
Good Friday Choir for service at Home Street Mennonite Church: Rehearsals will 
be held on Tuesday evenings from 7:30-9:15 pm at HSMC (March 17, 24, 31, and 
April 7). If you enjoy singing the music of Stainer, Bach, and Beethoven, as well as 
some Taizé music, please join us! 
 
Easter Choir: You are invited to join the choir to sing in our Easter Sunday 
morning service. There will be one practice: Sun., April 12, from 9:00-10:15 am. 
 
Jeff Friesen will be leading Catechism classes starting in March. Anyone interested 
in exploring Baptism is welcome to attend. Please contact Jeff for information. 
 
 

THIS WEEK 

• Mon, 7:00 pm – The prayer shawl group will meet at 7:00 p.m. at Megan 
Klassen-Wiebe’s house, 497 Oxford St. All knitters, crochet-ers, and aspiring 
yarn crafters welcome! 

• Tue & Fri, 10:30 am – CMC Exercise Group 
 
COMING EVENTS 

• NEXT SUNDAY, 10:45 am – Speaker: Daniel Friesen 

• Mar 27 (Fri), 6:30+ pm – Game Night 

• Mar 29, 10:45 am – Communion Service 

• Mar 29, Apr 5 & 12, 9:30 am – No Sunday School (ages 3-grade 12) 

• Apr 5, 9:30 am – Share your ideas and visions for Charleswood Mennonite 
Church. The Visioning Working Group requests your feedback on the Visioning 
Interim Report. Extra copies of the report are on the table below the mailboxes. 

• Apr 9, TIME TBA – Maundy Thursday service at church 

• Apr 10, 10:00 – Good Friday Service at Home Street Mennonite Church 

• Apr 17 (Fri) – 2
nd

 Annual "Tunes and Treats" evening at Charleswood. Dust 
off those instruments and start practicing. Ensembles are encouraged. Please call 
Caroline Klassen (204-451-4852) to be on the program. 

• May 9-10 – CMC Retreat at Camp Assiniboia 

• May 31 (Sun), 12:30 pm – Semi-Annual Meeting 



Exodus 17:1-7 

From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites 

journeyed by stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at 

Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. The people 

quarreled with Moses, and said, ‘Give us water to drink.’ Moses said 

to them, ‘Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?’ 

But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained 

against Moses and said, ‘Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us 

and our children and livestock with thirst?’ So Moses cried out to the 

Lord, ‘What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to 

stone me.’ The Lord said to Moses, ‘Go on ahead of the people, and 

take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff 

with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there in 

front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will 

come out of it, so that the people may drink.’ Moses did so, in the 

sight of the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, 

because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, ‘Is the 

Lord among us or not?’  
 

MCC - MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE MANITOBA/CANADA 

∗ Come hear from Maxym Oliferovski about MCC’s current work with families 
displaced by conflict in eastern Ukraine.Tue., Mar. 17, 10-11 am at MCC 
Manitoba, 134 Plaza Dr. (Limited seating please RSVP: manitoba@mccmb.ca) 

∗ Hear Francisca Ibanada (Mama Cisca) share about how families in the DR 
Congo are recovering from conflict. Please RSVP. Mon., Mar. 23, 10-11 am at 
MCC Program Office, 159 Henderson; Wed., Mar. 25, 7-8:30 pm at Douglas 
Mennonite Church, 1517 Rothesay St. RSVP to Jessica Williams at 204-261-
6381, manitoba@mccmb.ca or visit mccmb.ca/Events. 

∗ What can I do in the face of a food system that seems to work for some and not 
for others? Join us for Germinating Conversations. Dialogue featuring 
permaculture enthusiasts and food policy advocates to talk about the connections 
between food, politics and social change. Mar. 25, 7:00 pm, Marpeck Commons. 

 
WESTGATE MENNONITE COLLEGIATE (www.westgatemennonite.ca) 

Westgate Spring Bursary Banquet: Mon., May 11, Reception 5:30 pm; Dinner 
6:30 pm; CanadInns Polo Park. Enjoy an evening of fine food, fellowship, and 
entertainment by Westgate’s Senior Band and Choir. There is no fee to attend this 
event! We have opportunities for Event Sponsorships, and prize donations for our 
raffle. If you would like to join us or have any questions regarding Sponsorship or 
prize donations, contact Alexis Dirks (204-775-7111 ext 246; 
adirks@westgatemennonite.org) 

MENNONITE CHURCH MANITOBA/CANADA & COMMUNITY 

MCM Gathering 2020: Thanks to delegates and guests for attending! Thanks to 
Altona Bergthaler Mennonite Church for hosting! For pictures and a short update, 
visit the Gathering page at www.mennochurch.mb.ca. 
 

The MCM Executive Minister Search Committee thanks you for all the 
responses already received and welcomes additional input. Please visit the MC 
Manitoba website (mennochurch.mb.ca) to read more about the position, to read a 
series of questions to which we’d welcome input, and to access a link to share 
responses and recommendations with the Search Committee. 
 
Join the Journey: Lindenwood Seniors Care eight-week Spiritual Care training 
program designed to help develop a deeper understanding of how to accompany 
older adults in every aspect of their journey; Apr. 1-May 20. Beneficial for family 
members, staff of Senior’s Care facilities, Spiritual Care volunteers, Church 
Leaders and others who desire to serve and care for Seniors. In the Heritage Room 
at 475 Lindenwood Dr E. Cost: $75. To register or for more information, contact 
Lois Litz (llitz@lindenwood.ca; 204 594-2293). 
 
Camps with Meaning needs you! Younger folks: Staff applications due end of 
March. Be part of an amazing community and stretch yourself. Older folks: Please 
consider volunteering a week of your time to help in the kitchen or maintenance, as 
health officer or camp pastor. Visit campswithmeaning.org/summer/camp-staff . 
 
 “Day Away” at Assiniboia Camp & Retreat Centre. Lunch, outdoor activities, 
music, visiting, “Knipsbrat … Tue., Mar. 17 and Apr. 30, 9 am–3 pm. Cost: $20. 
Reserve a spot, call Linda 204-864-2159 ext. 104 or Elizabeth at 204-895-2267. 
 
Lindenwood Villa: Beautiful, bright 2 bedroom, 2 bathroom available; 1460 sq. ft. 
Granite countertops. Church open house: Sun., Mar. 15, 2-4 pm. 
 
 
CANADIAN MENNONITE UNIVERSITY (www.cmu.ca)      

∗ Mennonite Community Orchestra Concert: Sun., Mar. 15, 2:00 pm, MBCI, 
Jubilee Place  

∗ Vespers cancelled for tonight, Mar 15. 

∗ Verna Mae Janzen Music Competition Finals: Tue., Mar 17, 7:00 pm, 
Laudamus Auditorium. 

∗ Refugee Policies, Programs, and Integration of South East Asian Refugees in 

Canada: Panel Discussion. Wed., Mar. 18, 7:00 pm, Marpeck Commons. 

∗ 2020 Friesen Lectures: With Dr. Piet Visser. Thur., Mar. 19, 11:00 am and 7:00 
pm, CMU Chapel, cmu.ca/friesenlectures . 

∗ Breaking the Silence on Domestic Violence in Manitoba: Gallery opening. Fri., 
Mar. 20, 7:00 pm, Gallery on CMU Campus. cmu.ca/gallery . 

∗ CMU Open House for prospective students and their parents: Tues., Mar. 31, 
10:00 am-3:00 pm, cmu.ca/openhouse . 

∗ Spring@CMU: A fundraising evening in support of CMU. Fri., Apr. 3, 7:00 pm, 
cmu.ca/springatcmu . 



COVID-19 Preparedness – Charleswood Mennonite Church  
March 13, 2020  
 
Dear Friends, 

The global spread of COVID-19 has been declared a global pandemic by the World 

Health Organization.  There is fear and anxiety about this virus in our society but 

we want to frame our response to this crisis from a foundation of our deep 

assurance of God’s knowledge and care for us.  We want to be wise in our 

response and help protect one another as much as possible.  This is why we have 

made some changes to our gatherings.  Please join us in following these 

precautionary measures (listed below).  We continue to exercise our faith by 

praying for those serving in health care as they wrestle through the challenges of 

the flu and COVID-19, and for families affected by this illness.  In light of who 

God is, we encourage you to remain calm, be courageous, wise, and always ready 

to do good in our community and world.  

• Please stay home if you or your children are sick, with cough, cold or flu 

symptoms.    

• Should you decide not to attend, please let friends, staff, deacons know so 

that we can reach out in other ways to stay in touch and help you if you 

need help!  

• Please access bulletin information on our Charleswood Mennonite Web 

Site  (http://www.charleswoodmennonite.ca) 

• Instead of a handshake or a hug, let’s greet with a friendly wave or 

cheerful ‘hello.’ 

• Give as much space to your neighbors as possible. 

• Please wash hands as needed.   

 
When we meet:   

• We will have greeters at the front doors to assist you and answer and 

questions you may have 

• Hand sanitizing stations are available in the foyer, kitchen and sanctuary  

• We have done some deep cleaning and sanitizing of the common spaces 

and will continue to do so on a regular basis 

• We have put our hymn books into storage for this season, and will be 

projecting lyrics on the screen   

• In an attempt to limit the sharing of the mics, please inform pastors or 

worship leaders and they will share it for you 

• The ushers will be available on your way out of the sanctuary for Children 

and Adults to drop their offering into a basket 

• We have increased the distance between the chairs in the sanctuary 

• If snacks are offered during Sunday School, they will be individually 

distributed 

See https://www.gov.mb.ca/health/coronavirus/   and   https://www.canada.ca/en/p
ublic-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/being-
prepared.html  for  more information and other home/ workplace precautions. 
https://www.mennonitechurch.ca/outbreakresources 
 
 
Prayer 

(https://carolpenner.typepad.com/leadinginworship/2020/03/pandemic-prayer.html ) 
by Carol Penner 
 
Great God, 
you are an ever-present help in times of trouble, 
and that’s why we’re praying now. 
We are troubled and we’re worried things 
are going to get more troubling. 
This virus is spreading around the world: 
so many are seriously ill 
or will be seriously ill, 
so many health care systems are stretched 
or will be stretched. 
Be with front line medical workers, 
give them courage to do their work 
and keep them safe. 
Be with public health officials 
as they make decisions for the common good, 
and politicians as they roll those decisions out. 
Help us to be kind to one another, 
because anxiety can make us snappy. 
Help our communities to be resilient 
and expansive as we reach out to help 
all who are isolated and afraid. 
In these times of shutdowns and slowdowns, 
when travel is restricted or banned, 
as routines are disrupted and we spend 
less time together or more time together, 
help us zero in on what is essential. 
Thank you that love is also contagious 
and stronger than any virus. 
You will be with us, 
and we will be with each other 
in sickness and in health. 
Amen. 
 
 


