
 
Steinbach Mennonite Church continues to embrace a spirit of transformation as 
we explore the plans God has for us. We are becoming more familiar with what it 
feels like to be a smaller community than we were used to. We are recognizing the 
strengths of continued fellowship while wrestling with difficulties from our past. 
We are encountering new ways of seeking out one another through intentional 
discernment practices that encourage mutual listening and increased understanding. 
We welcome prayers as we face the many uncertainties and embrace the many joys 
that are helping us claim and recognize who we are. 
 

WIDER COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

* Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church Craft Sale, 4588 Roblin Blvd, Sat. Nov. 
23 from 10 am2 pm. We have 23 crafters, plus a bake table, rainbow auction, 
second time around table, personalized Christmas ornaments & a raffle for a pair 
of Jets tickets OR a Money tree. A delicious lunch is also available. 

* Canzona presents JS Bach's Magnificat : Sun., Nov. 24, 2:00 pm, Crescent Fort 
Rouge United Church. This version includes the rarely-heard carol insertions that 
highlight the Nativity story. Also on the program is Bach’s Cantata No. 147 which 
features the famous chorale, Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring. In collaboration with the 
WSO. Come early for a pre-concert singing workshop! $35/$30/$20 (Discounts 
available for groups, contact info@canzona.ca to inquire). Tickets available at 
canzona.ca or in person at McNally Robinson Booksellers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHARLESWOOD MENNONITE CHURCH 

 November 17, 2019 

Education Hour  9:30 am  ~  Worship Service  10:45 am 

Worship Leader: Megan Klassen-Wiebe Speaker: Hank Dixon (Open Circle) 
Story Teller: Elsie Rempel Song Leader: Bob Wiebe 
Ushers: Youth Pianist: Verna Wiebe 
  

GATHERING 
 Prelude 
 Call to Worship 
 Welcome and Introductions 
 Song 
 Litany of Confession 

God calls us in our lives to be like the grain of wheat which dies, which lets go 
of one form in order to be transformed into new, and fuller life. And yet we 
often fear the risk and change which new growth involves. Let us ponder for a 
moment the places of our lives where we may be resisting God moving in our 
lives. 

 (silence) 

When we resist your call to change our hearts 
and allow a deepening of relationship: 

 God have mercy. 

When we nurse our wounded hearts 
and withhold forgiveness which may transform relationship: 

 Christ have mercy. 

When fear for our own security leads us to close our hearts 
from those who are in need: 

 God have mercy. 

Words of Assurance 
 
HEARING 
 Story – Elsie Rempel 
 Song 
 Sharing on Service 
 Scripture: John 12:23-26 
 Song 
 Message: “Honour: The Cost and Challenge” 
 
RESPONDING 

Christ is our peace, 

 And now we commit to sharing that peace with the world. 

Christ is our peace; 

 Therefore we will be peacemakers: 

 in our relationships, our families, our churches, and our communities.  > 

Mennonite Church Canada: From Oct. 23 to Nov. 5, MC Canada 
Executive Minister Doug Klassen was in Burkina Faso for the 
Africa Inter-Mennonite Mission partnership council meetings. The 
purpose of the meetings is to gather African, North American and 
European church leaders together to pray together, to share what 

God is doing in their context and to seek ways to mutually support what God is 
calling each do together. Klassen said, “Terrorist activity, government 
instability, systemic poverty and food security are just a few of the challenges 
that (Mennonites in Burkina Faso) face daily, yet they abound in faith for today 
and hope for God’s future to be realized all over Africa.” Please pray for peace 
in Burkina Faso. Terrorist activity continues to violently upset the most 
vulnerable people of the country. Pray for the “peace that passes understanding” 
to be experienced throughout the country. 

Jeff’s Office Hours: Tue-Fri 9:00 am-2:00 pm Please submit announcements/order of worship 
Anita’s Office Hours: Thur & Fri mornings  to the office by 9:00 am Thursday morning 
  at cwoodmc@mymts.net or 204-837-7982 

Church Office ........................................................... office@charleswoodmennonite.ca; 204-837-7982 
Church Website ................................................................................... www.charleswoodmennonite.ca 
Jeff Friesen – Associate Pastor (jeff.friesen@charleswoodmennonite.ca)  ......................204-996-0398 
Anita Epp – Office Administrative Assistant ...................................................................204-837-7982 

Deacons: 

Julie Derksen (Chair)....................... 204-452-9313 
Diana Epp-Fransen .......................... 204-996-7574 
Kim Fast .......................................... 204-775-6107 
Rudy Friesen ................................... 204-488-0916 

 

Ruth Friesen ........................................... 204-488-0916 
Sheila Klassen-Wiebe ............................. 204-488-4029 
Henry Kliewer ........................................ 204-451-2694 
Hwang Lee ............................................. 204-261-5029 

 



Christ came to us as a poor child, born to a young girl in disgrace; 

 Therefore we will not set limits to the power of God; 

 we will look for Christ among the struggling and disgraced in our society. 

Christ was put on trial, and sentenced to death;  

 Therefore we will remember those who are put on trial today;  

 we will not sentence them to loneliness or despair. 

Christ called upon his followers to visit those in prison; 
he announced that he would free the captive; 

 Therefore we will not allow prison walls to separate anyone from the love  

  of God;  

 we will preach and live a Gospel of liberation. 

Christ declared that those who love their lives will lose them, 
but those who pick up their cross will have eternal life; 

 Therefore we will pick up our cross to follow Jesus;  

 we will not cling to the riches of this world,  

 but to the riches of the Kingdom of Heaven. 

Christ was raised from the dead, and sits at the right hand of God; 

 Therefore we will not lose hope;  

 we have faith that through death there can be new life.  

God’s Spirit is among us, redeeming us and setting us free; 

 May the God who has given us the story of liberation 

  also give us the will and the courage to work for redemption for all. 

 In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 Song 
 Offering 
 Sharing and Prayer 
 
SENDING 

 Announcements 
 Song 
 Benediction 

~ Please return hymnbooks to the shelves at the back of the sanctuary. Thank you. ~ 
 

John 12:23-26 

Jesus answered them, ‘The hour has come for the Son of Man 

to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat 

falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if 

it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and 

those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 

Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will 

my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honour. 

 

THIS WEEK 

• Tue & Fri, 10:30 am – CMC Exercise Group 

• Fri, 7:00-9:00 pm – Annual Charleswood Camp Worker Fundraising Quiz 

Night! If you'd like to contribute a torte or fancy dessert, please let Jess Klassen 
know!  

 
 
COMING EVENTS 

• NEXT SUNDAY, 10:45 am – Memorial Service 

• Dec 1 (Sun), 10:45 am – First Advent & Communion 

 
 
CHURCH FAMILY NOTES 

Search Committee update: The committee has begun a search to identify a 
candidate for our pastoral position. Our time line is as follows:  

Fall 2019: Identify roles and characteristics of our position and compile a list of 
potential candidates 

Jan-Feb 2020: Process and identify short list 
March-April 2020: Interview and select candidate to recommend 
May 2020: Council decision and announcement 
Early June 2020: Congregational event and decision 
January 2021: Starting Date 

At this time we need your help in identifying names which the committee should 
consider. Please contact any committee member: Gordon Epp-Fransen, Joshua Fast, 
Sheila Klassen-Wiebe, Martha Rempel and Vanessa Wiehler. 
 
Attention Sunday School: There will be two extra rehearsals for the worship 
service on Dec. 15, which will be led by the children and the youth: 

Dec. 8, 12:00-2:00 pm - please bring a bag lunch 
Dec. 14, 10:00 am-12:00 noon 

All children in children's choir (grades 1-6) and those who have acting parts should 
plan to attend, if possible. 
 
 
 

CHURCH BUDGET UPDATE 

Donations budgeted to end of October $298,253 
Actual donations to end of October $265,340 
Shortfall as of end of October $32,913 

Ways to donate:  1. Cheque or Cash 
  2. Account transfer at Crosstown Credit Union 
  3. Canada Helps website: canadahelps.org 
  4. E-transfer. Talk to Keith or Milton for details 

 
 
 



MENNONITE CHURCH MANITOBA/CANADA & COMMUNITY 

First Mennonite Church choir, 922 Notre Dame Ave, invites you to an Advent 
Concert on Sunday Dec. 1st at 7pm.  We are presenting 4 settings of the 
Magnificat: 2 from Stanford, 1 from Mozart and 1 from Schubert as well as 
Mozart's Coronation Mass with orchestra and soloists all under the direction of Yuri 
Klaz. Admission free; an offering will be taken. 
 
Christmas Craft and Gift Fair at Lindenwood Terrace (490 Lindenwood Dr E, 
Community Room) AND Lindenwood Manor (475 Lindenwood Dr E, Heritage 
Room). Wed., Nov. 20, 10:00 am-2:00 pm. Something for everyone on your list! 
 
MEDA Fundraiser: Nov. 21, 7:30 pm at St. Charles Country Club. Join us for “A 
Prairie Café,” an evening of laughter and music, featuring Andrew Unger, creator of 
The Daily Bonnet and music by Orlando & Grace Sukkau. Bring a friend who's new 
to MEDA! Donations gratefully accepted. This promises to be a Menno-night you 
won’t soon forget! No charge for entry. 
 
“Day Away” at Assiniboia Camp and Retreat Centre. Lunch, hiking and outdoor 
activities, music, sit by the fireplace, visit, play “Knipsbrat and other table games 
Mon., Nov. 25, 9 am-3 pm. Cost: $20. Reserve a spot: Call Linda at 204-864-2159 
ext. 104 or Elizabeth at 204-895-2267.  
 
Camp Assiniboia invites you to consider having a Christmas family gathering or 
banquet in the beautifully decorated lodge. Following dates available: Nov. 30, Dec. 
7, 14, 15, 22 or Jan. 5. To reserve call Linda Dueck 204-864-2159 ext. 104. 
 
This Christmas make "Peace on Earth" by sharing olive oil products from the land 
of Jesus’ birth. MC Manitoba's working group on Palestine and Israel invites 
individuals and mission groups to nurture peace education, prayer, and action by 
purchasing fair trade traditional gifts from the West Bank. The "Peace Box" is 
specially assembled for gifting to family and friends. Each box contains ten 750mL 
bottles of quality, extra virgin olive oil, four packets of za'atar herb mix, and four 
bars of traditional artisan-made 100% olive oil soap bars. Your purchase helps 
Palestinians earn livelihoods in an economic system stacked against them. Learn 
more and order your Peace Box from Zatoun, Fair Trade Olive Oil from Palestine at 
https://zatoun.com/product/zatoun-peace-box/. 
 
 
WESTGATE MENNONITE COLLEGIATE (www.westgatemennonite.ca) 

∗ As members of Westgate's community you are invited to join us at Westgate 

Mennonite Collegiate's Annual General Meeting: Mon., Nov. 25, 7:00 pm at 
86 West Gate.    

∗ Westgate Mennonite Parent Association is selling Sobey's/Safeway, CO-OP 

and new this year, JENSEN'S NURSERY gift cards! Cards come in multiple 
denominations to fit anyone's budget. These make great Christmas gifts. We've even 
made your shopping easier with an online order form, visit 
pa.westgatemennonite.ca to place your order. Proceeds go to support the student 
experience at Westgate. Orders due Wed., Nov. 27; pick up Tue., Dec. 10. Contact 
Charlotte Martens for details, an order form or to place your order.  

 

WESTGATE MENNONITE COLLEGIATE (cont’d) 

∗ WMC invites applications for a part-time evening and occasional weekend 
custodial position. Please see www.westgatemennonite.ca for more information. 

 
 
CANADIAN MENNONITE UNIVERSITY (www.cmu.ca)      

* Christmas @ CMU: Sat., Nov. 30, the day prior to First Advent. Featuring CMU 
choral and other instrumental ensembles, storytelling and music-making for kids, 
along with an audience Carol Sing. Concerts: 2:00 pm and 7:00 pm, North Side of 
Campus. The day also features the CommonWord Book and Resource Centre’s 
annual Christmas sale. Free admission. See cmu.ca/christmas for details. 

* Campus Visit Day. Come discover all that CMU has to offer. Explore the 
campus, meet faculty, sit in on a class, and more. Nov. 22, 8:45 am-3:00 pm. Save 
$80 by submitting your undergraduate or Outtatown application fee by Nov. 30. 
Visit cmu.ca/apply. 

* All are welcome to attend Tuition Freedom Day, an event led by students to 
acknowledge that their university education would not be possible without the 
support of donors, the church, and the Manitoba government. Nov. 20, 11:30 am, 
CMU Chapel.  

* CMU Vespers: Sun., Nov. 17, 7:00 pm, Laudamus Auditorium. CMU Faculty and 
Student Men’s Ensemble directed by Matthew Pauls, with worship leader 
Christine Longhurst. All are welcome to attend. See cmu.ca/vespers. 

* CMU Festival Chorus performs Handel's Messiah together with the Winnipeg 
Symphony Orchestra and soloists, Sat., Dec. 7, 7:30 pm, Centennial Concert Hall. 
See https://wso.ca. 

 
 
MCC - MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE MANITOBA/CANADA 

* Christmas Craft & Bake Sale: Sat., Nov. 30, 9-4 pm, Plaza Drive. Crafts, quilts 
and baked goods! Support MCC’s work around the world through your purchase. 
Donated baked goods gratefully accepted! Please visit https://mcccanada.ca/get-
involved/events for more details or call Lydia at 204-355-4066. 

* Serve with SALT! Are you between the ages of 18 and 30 and looking for a new 
adventure? Serving and Learning Together (SALT) is a year-long, cross-cultural 
service experience where Christian young adults from Canada and the U.S serve 
internationally. Be immersed in another culture, live with a host family and work 
in a variety of fields like education, agriculture, health care, information 
technology, peace and more! To be guaranteed consideration for this year, submit 
application by Feb. 15. 

* This Christmas teach your little ones to give a gift that will make a difference. 
Turn a fun Sunday School lesson into a meaningful Christmas Giving project. 
Pick a gift for our Christmas Giving Catalogue. Plant a garden, give the gift of 
fruit trees or fish for the future! Support a life changing cause. Call us at 204-261-
6381. 

 
 

 


