
 
 

CHURCH BUDGET UPDATE 

 We need $61,051 by December 31. 
 With 4 Sundays left, that equals $15,263/week. 

 Ways to donate:  1. Cheque or Cash 
  2. Account transfer at Crosstown Credit Union 
  3. Canada Helps website: canadahelps.org 
  4. E-transfer. Talk to James or Milton for details 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHARLESWOOD MENNONITE CHURCH 
December 10, 2017 

Education Hour 9:30 am  |  Worship Service  10:45 am 

Worship Leader: Joel Kulik Speaker / Story Teller: Jeff Friesen 
Song Leader: Alisa Wiebe Pianist: Rebecca Klassen-Wiebe 
Words of Wisdom: Laurel Smith Ushers: Kim & Tom Ewert 

 

Advent 2: Let it be so! 

Isaiah 40:1-11; 2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8 

GATHERING 
 Prelude 
 Welcome and Introductions 
 Call to Worship 

L: Awake! 
 The invitation to carry light 
  comes from the voice who cries out 
  for a smooth way through wild places. 
All: O God, your call is uncomfortable. 
 How can we who are weak 
  remove the rough and rugged places? 

 (Silence) 

L: Quiet our questioning souls. 
All: Lead us into your presence so all can see your way. 

 Lighting of the Advent Candles 
 HWB 176 Comfort, comfort, O my people 
 Opening Prayer 
 
PRAISING 
 HWB 185  Hail to the Lord's anointed 
 Offering 
 
HEARING THE WORD 
 Story 
 Scripture Readings 
 HWB 183  On Jordan's banks the Baptist’s cry 
 Sermon  “Struggling to Craft God's Kingdom” 
 SS 8 Wild and lone the prophet's voice 
 
RESPONDING 
 Confession 
 O God of blazing heavens, 
  you come to us gently and tenderly, 
  speaking peace and comfort into our fear. (cont’d >) 

Mennonite Church Canada: Please pray that the new structures of 
the Mennonite Church Canada international ministry will find ways to 
involve our international partners in the changes that are happening.  
 
Pray for Jason Martin, new Director of International Witness, as he 

supports Witness workers and congregational partners through the restructuring 
process. Pray for understanding of the implications of these changes, wisdom in 
strategic planning for the future and a deep sense of God's leading and care. 
 
Greg Rabus and Jennifer Otto (Witness workers – Ludwigshafen, Germany) 
shared recently: “From the Syrian and Iraqi refugees we work with every day, we 
have learned much about generosity, a supportive attitude, and a focus on human 
relationships that is not very emphasized in our Western culture. It makes us love 
and appreciate this work, and think about how to incorporate those attitudes into 
our own work and service to God. […] We are grateful for the community that has 
come together in the Friedenshaus. We do feel that in the coming-together of the 
church, people from the neighbourhood, and immigrants/refugees in 
Ludwigshafen, that God's Spirit is working through the practical help that is given 
and the relationships that are forming.” 
 
NAIITS (an Indigenous Learning Community) hosts annual theological gatherings 
intended for young and older, pastors and activists. MC Canada’s Indigenous-
Settler Relations would like to help sponsor a group of women & men from across 
our nationwide church to attend this year’s symposium on “White Supremacy and 
Indigeneity,” June 7-9 @ Acadia Divinity College (Nova Scotia). If you are 
interested, please email Steve Heinrichs  (sheinrichs@mennonitechurch.ca). 



 We long for you, 
  we yearn for your promise of a new heaven and earth. 
 Yet we confess 
  that though we know how to get busy 
  and prepare for this season, 
  we do not know 
  how to slow down or wait 
  and make space for your presence. 
 May our ordinary lives intersect  
  with the power of your Word 
  and the transforming presence of your grace. 
 Empower us to “let it be so.” 

 (Silence) 

 Words of Assurance 
 Sharing and Congregational Prayer 
 
SENDING 
 Announcements 
 SS 10  Come! Walk in the light 
 Benediction 

~ Please return hymnbooks to the shelves at the back of the sanctuary. Thank you. ~ 
 
 

Mark 1:1-8 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

   who will prepare your way;  

the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

   “Prepare the way of the Lord, 

   make his paths straight” ’,  

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from 
the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were 
going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, 
with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild 
honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the 
thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’  

TODAY 

• 12:30-2:00 pm – Sunday School Rehearsal (Bring a lunch) 
 
 
THIS WEEK 

• Sat, 10:00 am-12:00 noon – Sunday School Rehearsal 
 
 
UP-COMING EVENTS 

• NEXT SUNDAY, 9:30 am – Catechism Class in John’s office. If you are 
interested in exploring baptism you are invited to come. If you have questions 
contact John Braun. 

• NEXT SUNDAY 

−  9:30 am – Education Hour & Sunday School rehearsal 

− 10:45 am – Sunday School Christmas Program. This is the last Sunday 
School class before the Christmas break. SS resumes Jan. 14. 

− Noon – Fellowship Potluck Lunch. 
Families with last names beginning with: 

A-O Chili 

P-Z Coleslaw/Green Salad AND Buns 

ALL Dessert 
 Generous servings are appreciated 

Group 3 is in charge of Set-up and Clean-up (see below) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

• Dec 24 (Sun), 6:30 pm – Christmas Eve Service 

 
 
CHURCH FAMILY NOTES 

CMC's Mission and Service Committee has two initiatives for the Advent season:  

∗ The Mitten Tree: You are invited to bring warm mittens, toques, neck-warmers, 
even snowpants, parkas and boots to be donated to Champlain School (K-Gr 6) in 
the North End. 

∗ WestEnd Commons Welcome Baskets: WestEnd Commons provides welcome 
baskets to all new tenants with household items/cleaning supplies. If you would 
like to donate money towards purchasing supplies, please talk to Jess Klassen.  

 

 

 

Becker, Ernie & Lucille 
Dyck, Sara & Ruml, Cameron 
Enns, Linda  
Epp-Fransen, Carolyne & Gordon 
Friesen, Laura 
Gerbrandt, Nathan & Angela 
Guenther, Louise & Wexler, Daniel 
Guenther-Wexler, Hannah 
Hwang, Jongryeol & Lee, Hyunjoo 

Klassen-Wiebe, Sheila & Vern 
Kliewer, Carly & Nathan 
Koop Hunsberger, Ann  
Rempel, Jake & Jean 
Rempel, Ramon 
Smith, Michael & Val 
Walker, Gregg & Wiens, Elena 
Wiebe, Alisa & Driedger, Bucky 
Wiens, John & Justina 



 

MENNONITE CHURCH MANITOBA/CANADA & COMMUNITY 

The Mennonite Church Nominating Committee, which includes Bob Wiebe and 
Alisa Wiebe from our congregation, is seeking a volunteer to do 10-20 hours of 
keying in of board and committee membership data into a spreadsheet. If this is of 
interest, please contact Bob or Alisa.  
 

Faith and Life Choir Christmas Concerts, “The Glory of the Lord”, on Sat., Dec. 
16, 7 pm at Springfield Heights Mennonite Church, and Sun., Dec. 17, 3 pm at 
Altona Bergthaler Mennonite Church. 
 
Mennonite Disaster Service All-Unit Meeting (AUM) will be hosted in Winkler, 
Feb. 9-10. Gather together to hear and share the stories of MDS from the past year. 
Registration is open at mds.mennonite.net/all-unit-meeting. 
 
Recovery of Hope Counselling, together with the Neufeld Institute – Manitoba 
Chapter, is proud to announce that Dr Gordon Neufeld, author of Hold On to Your 

Kids: Why Parents Need to Matter More Than Peers, is coming to Morden, Sat., 
Feb. 10, to deliver a new full-day workshop called “Keeping Children Safe in a 
Wounding World.” Parents, educators, youth workers and caregivers will be 
interested to learn from Dr Neufeld, one of Canada’s leading developmental 
psychologists, as he uncovers the keys to helping children thrive while living in a 
wounding world. For more information and to purchase tickets, please visit 
www.edenhealthcare.ca or call 1-866-493-6202. 
 
Consider purchasing Gift Certificates towards the payment of 2018 Summer Camp. 
A great way to encourage children or grandchildren to attend Camps with Meaning! 
Please contact the camp office for more information. Call 204-895-2267, email 
camps@mennochurch.mb.ca. 
 
 
 
MCC - MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE MANITOBA/CANADA 

∗ MCC Manitoba welcomes applications for Associate Editor - Die Mennonitische 

Post. For info/to apply (by Dec. 20), please visit mcccanada.ca/get-
involved/serve/openings/associate-editor-die-mennonitische-post. 

∗ MCC Canada seeks Director of Fundraising & Communications based in 
Winnipeg. Applications accepted until Dec. 22. For more info/to apply, please 
visit mcccanada.ca/director-fundraising-communications. 

∗ SALT (Serving and Learning Together): If you're interested in a yearlong cross-
cultural internship or work experience in a faith-based context, consider applying 
for SALT 2017-18! We're looking for communicators, educators, French or 
Spanish speakers, development grads, peacebuilders, nurses, IT experts, social 
workers, and more. Young adults ages 18-30, apply today at http://mccmb.ca/salt. 

 
 
 
 

 

CANADIAN MENNONITE UNIVERSITY (www.cmu.ca)             

∗ CMU Christmas Vespers: Sun., Dec. 17, 7:00 pm in the Laudamus Auditorium. 
Leona Hildebrand will lead the choir and Cheryl Pauls will be the reader. A 
reception will follow. See cmu.ca/vespers.                                      

∗ Pray for CMU students as they write exams to complete Fall Semester courses. 

∗ Sunday@CMU Radio Program features Dr. Andrew Dyck, Asst Prof of 
Ministry Studies, on the theme of Advent, Jesus Christ’s second coming, and what 
it means to live as a faithful Christian. Airs Sunday mornings at 8:30-8:45 am on 
CFAM 950 Radio & AM 1250 Radio; online: at tinyurl.com/Sunday-CMU. 

∗ Give the gift of the arts this Holiday season. CMU’s Community School of 

Music & the Arts still has a few openings for Individual lessons in various 
instruments. Or register now for classes starting in January including: Art for Kids, 
Adult Drawing and Painting, Teen Painting, and Music for Littler Kids. Visit 
cmu.ca/csma or call 204.837.4870 for more information. 

∗ CMU invites applications for the position of Controller. Contact Dianna Robson, 
Director of Human Resources at drobson@cmu.ca or 204-594-0532. 

∗ Consider enrolling in a 2nd semester CMU evening course for credit or audit. 
Choose from a range of options including: Principles and Paradigms of Youth 

Ministry; Who is Jesus?; Fundamentals of Marketing; Organizational Leadership; 
Advanced Journalism; History of North American Conservatism; Study of 

Voluntary Simplicity; The Art of Peacebuilding…and many more. Seniors and 
alumni audit fees available. Go to cmu.ca/timetable for details. 

∗ Thinking about a unique option for after high school? Outtatown is a unique, one 
or two-semester certificate program of CMU. It’s an incredible year for recent 
high school grads looking to travel, serve others, learn more about God and the 
world, make lifelong friends, and experience ‘once-in-a-lifetime’ adventure. 
Limited space is available so apply today! For more info: Outtatown.com. 

 
 
WIDER COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

∗ Steve Bell and the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra Christmas Concert with special 
guest UK poet Malcolm Guite. Tue., Dec 12, 8:00 pm. Tickets only available at 
the WSO Box Office by phone 204-949-3999 or online at wso.ca. 

∗ The North End Family Centre is looking for toys for their annual Community 
Christmas Party. If you are interested in donating toys, they should be new, for 
children from ages 0 to 16 and have an approximate value of $15. Toys should not 
be gift-wrapped because families select toys of their choosing from the toy room 
at the event. Toys can be dropped off at the North End Family Centre during 
business hours until Dec. 13. 

∗ Readings & Carols at Young United Church: Sun, Dec 17, 7 pm. A quiet and 
reflective service. Advent Carols for choir by Paul Halley; all three compositions 
from Leonard Enns' A Prairie Nativity and a delightfully joyful fanfare-like carol 
by Robert Evans for choir and organ. We will also sing music by Bach, 
Rachmaninov and Biebl. Poetry and biblical readings included, and organ music 
and congregational carols. All are welcome. 

 
 


