
 

 

CHURCH BUDGET UPDATE 

 We need $74,663 by December 31. 
 With 5 Sundays left, that equals $14,932/week. 

Ways to donate:  1. Cheque or Cash 
  2. Account transfer at Crosstown Credit Union 
  3. Canada Helps website: canadahelps.org 
  4. E-transfer. Talk to James or Milton for details 

 
 
WIDER COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

∗ Steve Bell and the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra Christmas Concert with special 
guest UK poet Malcolm Guite. Tue., Dec 12, 8:00 pm. Tickets only available at 
the WSO Box Office by phone 204-949-3999 or online at wso.ca. 

∗ Readings & Carols at Young United Church: Sun, Dec 17, 7 pm. A quiet and 
reflective service. Advent Carols for choir by Paul Halley; all three compositions 
from Leonard Enns' A Prairie Nativity and a delightfully joyful fanfare-like carol 
by Robert Evans for choir and organ. We will also sing music by Bach, 
Rachmaninov and Biebl. Poetry and biblical readings included, and organ music 
and congregational carols. All are welcome. 

∗ The North End Family Centre is looking for toys for their annual Community 
Christmas Party. If you are interested in donating toys, they should be new, for 
children from ages 0 to 16 and have an approximate value of $15. Toys should not 
be gift-wrapped because families select toys of their choosing from the toy room 
at the event. Toys can be dropped off at the North End Family Centre during 
business hours until Dec. 13. 

 

CHARLESWOOD MENNONITE CHURCH 
December 3, 2017 

Education Hour 9:30 am  |  Worship Service  10:45 am 

Worship Leader: Jeff Friesen Song Leader: Ann Koop Hunsberger 
Ushers: Carolyne & Gordon Epp-Fransen Pianist: Caroline Klassen 

 

Advent 1: Let it Be 
GATHERING 
 Prelude 
 Welcome and Introductions 
 Call to Worship 
 L: Awake! 
  The Invitation to carry light 
   comes from the God of trembling mountains  
   and shaking foundations. 
 ALL: O God, your expectations terrify us. 
  How can our small selves hold your blazing presence? 

  (pause for silence) 

 L: Quiet our questioning souls. 
 ALL: Lead us beyond our resistance. 
  Let it be. 
 
 Lighting of the Advent Candle 
 SS 1  Praise the One who breaks the darkness 
 Opening Prayer 
 
PRAISING 
 SS 4  Rejoice, rejoice, the Savior comes 
 SS 5  Open my ears, open my eyes 
 Offering 
 
HEARING GOD’S WORD 

 Scripture:  1 Corinthians 1:3-9  (on next page) 
 Story 
 HWB 182  Oh, how shall I receive thee 
 Scripture: Isaiah 64:1-9 
  Mark 13:24-37 
 
RESPONDING 
 HWB 297 Jesus came - the heavens adoring 
 Confession 
 O God of blazing heavens, 
  you come to us gently and tenderly, 
  speaking peace and comfort into our fear. (cont’d >) 

Mennonite Church Canada: Please pray that the new structures of 
the Mennonite Church Canada international ministry will find ways to 
involve our international partners in the changes that are happening. 
 
Bill C-262 will be debated in Parliament following its second reading 

on Dec 5. Bill C-262 is a private member’s bill that seeks to harmonize Canadian 
law with the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. As a 
result of grassroots advocacy, the Govt of Canada has just announced that they 
will be supporting Bill C-262. This is incredibly encouraging! But we need to keep 
applying the pressure. Active ways to be involved: pray, email a word of thanks to 
local Liberal MP's, and keep sending the free Walk the Talk postcards to all MP’s 
(www.commonword.ca/go/1283).  
 
Mennonites Learning Indigenous Theology. NAIITS is an Indigenous Learning 
Community that hosts annual theological gatherings intended for young and older, 
pastors and activists. MC Canada’s Indigenous-Settler Relations would like to help 
sponsor a group of women and men from across our nationwide church to attend 
this year’s symposium on “White Supremacy and Indigeneity,” June 7-9, 2018 at 
Acadia Divinity College (Nova Scotia). If you are interested, please email Steve 
Heinrichs for details (sheinrichs@mennonitechurch.ca). 



 We long for you, 
  we yearn for your promise of a new heaven and earth. 
 Yet we confess 
 that though we know how to get busy 
  and prepare for this season, 
  we do not know how to slow down or wait 
  and make space for your presence. 
 May our ordinary lives intersect 
  with the power of your word 
  and the transforming presence of your grace. 
 Empower us to “Let it be so.” 

 Sharing our Prayers 
 
COMMUNION 

 Invitation to Communion 
 Prayer of Dedication   Julie Derksen 
 Hymn 
 Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 Sharing the Bread and the Cup 
 HWB 454  Seed, scattered and sown 
 
SENDING 
 Announcements 
 HWB 118  Praise God from whom 
 Benediction 

~ Please return hymnbooks to the shelves at the back of the sanctuary. Thank you. ~ 
 
 

1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of 
God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you 
have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every 
kind— just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened 
among you— so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as 
you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also 
strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called 
into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
 
 

TODAY 

• 1:30 – 5:00 pm – The Charleswood Youth Group will be hosting a Drop-In 

Childcare Time at the church. Anytime between 1:30 – 5:00 pm on that day, 
parents are invited to bring their children to church where the youth will have 
games, snacks, and other fun things set up for them. Best part is it's free! This is 
the youth group's gift to you. If you have any questions, please contact Jeff 
Friesen. 

 
 
THIS WEEK 

• Mon, 7:00 pm – The Prayer Shawl Knitting Group will meet at the home of 
Elsie Rempel (531 Dominion St, eprempel@gmail.com, 204-783-1869). New 
knitters and wannabe knitters/crocheters are welcome. We have extra needles 
and yarn.  

• Thur, 12:00 noon – OH OH OH! Ladies’ Lunch Out. Join Wendy and Marlene at 
Cora’s on Waverley, and as is our tradition, bring a toonie gift for exchange and 
items for Winnipeg Harvest. Good food and a fun, relaxing time guaranteed! 
Please RSVP to one of us by Dec. 7 (204-895-7686 or 204-896-5057). 

 
 
UP-COMING EVENTS 

• NEXT SUNDAY, 9:30 am – Catechism Class in John’s office. If you are 
interested in exploring baptism you are invited to come. If you have questions 
contact John Braun. 

• NEXT SUNDAY, 12:30-2:00 pm – Sunday School Rehearsal (Bring a lunch)  

• Dec 16 (Sat), 10:00 am-12:00 noon – Sunday School Rehearsal 

• Dec 17 (Sun), 10:45 am – Sunday School Christmas Worship Service followed 
by Fellowship Potluck Lunch. 

 
 
 
CHURCH FAMILY NOTES 

CMC's Mission and Service Committee has two initiatives for the Advent season:  

∗ The Mitten Tree: You are invited to bring warm mittens, toques, neck-warmers, 
even snowpants, parkas and boots to be donated to Champlain School (K-Gr 6) in 
the North End. 

∗ WestEnd Commons Welcome Baskets: WestEnd Commons provides welcome 
baskets to all new tenants with household items/cleaning supplies. If you would 
like to donate money towards purchasing supplies, please talk to Jess Klassen.  

 

 

WESTGATE MENNONITE COLLEGIATE (86 West Gate; 204-775-7111) 

∗ Please join us for an evening of music celebrating Christmas: Mon., Dec. 4, 7:00 
pm at Westminster United Church. This special evening will feature our Junior 
students, Senior School Chorus and Senior Concert Band. All are welcome. 
Admission is free. An offering will be taken to cover the cost of the event with the 
remainder being donated to the Christmas Cheer Board. 



MENNONITE CHURCH MANITOBA/CANADA & COMMUNITY 

First Mennonite Church Advent Concert: Tonight, Dec. 3, 7:00 pm (922 Notre 
Dame Ave), direction by Yuri Klaz. Featuring Vivaldi's Gloria as well as smaller 
works by Dvorak and Pergolesi. Admission free; donation will be taken.  
 
Faith and Life Choir Christmas Concerts, “The Glory of the Lord”, on Sat., Dec. 
16, 7 pm at Springfield Heights Mennonite Church, and Sun., Dec. 17, 3 pm at 
Altona Bergthaler Mennonite Church. 
 
Mennonite Brethren Collegiate Institute (MBCI) has an opportunity for 1-2 
qualified persons to take on the role of Assistant Principal on our leadership team. 
Start date: August 2018. Please see details on bulletin board for documentation 
required to email to Andrea Neufeld at aneufeldO.mbci.mb.ca by Dec. 7. Only 
those candidates selected for an interview will be contacted. 
 

MCC - MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE MANITOBA/CANADA 

∗ Christmas Giving: This Christmas, give a gift that gives twice! Through MCC's 
Christmas Giving projects, you can bring joy to the people you love and transform 
lives around the world. Each gift comes with a card that explains the gift you've 
given. Choose from a variety of gift options that will be meaningful to friends, 
teachers, co-workers or family! Visit mccmb.ca/christmas today.  

∗ MCC Canada seeks Director of Fundraising & Communications based in 
Winnipeg. Applications accepted until Dec. 22. For more info/to apply, please 
visit mcccanada.ca/director-fundraising-communications. 

∗ SALT (Serving and Learning Together): If you're interested in a yearlong cross-
cultural internship or work experience in a faith-based context, consider applying 
for SALT 2017-18! We're looking for communicators, educators, French or 
Spanish speakers, development grads, peacebuilders, nurses, IT experts, social 
workers, and more. Young adults ages 18-30, apply today at http://mccmb.ca/salt. 
 

CANADIAN MENNONITE UNIVERSITY (www.cmu.ca)             

∗ CMU invites applications for the position of Controller. Contact Dianna Robson, 
Director of Human Resources at drobson@cmu.ca or 204-594-0532. 

∗ CommonWord Bookstore & Resource Centre presents the book launch of Life at 

the End of Us vs Them, by Marcus Peter Rempel. Thur., Dec. 7, 7:00 pm at 
CMU’s Marpeck Commons. For more info go to www.commonword.ca/go/1410. 

∗ Consider enrolling in a 2nd semester CMU evening course for credit or audit. 
Choose from a range of options including: Principles and Paradigms of Youth 

Ministry; Who is Jesus?; Fundamentals of Marketing; Organizational Leadership; 
Advanced Journalism; History of North American Conservatism; Study of 

Voluntary Simplicity; The Art of Peacebuilding…and many more. Seniors and 
alumni audit fees available. Go to cmu.ca/timetable for details. 

∗ CMU’s Sunday@CMU radio program is featuring Dr. Andrew Dyck, Asst Prof of 
Ministry Studies, on the theme of Advent, Jesus Christ’s second coming, and what 
it means to live as a faithful Christian. Airs Sunday mornings at 8:30-8:45 am on 
CFAM 950 Radio & AM 1250 Radio; online at tinyurl.com/Sunday-CMU. 

∗ Pray for CMU students as they write exams to complete Fall Semester courses. 


