
 
MCC - MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE MANITOBA/CANADA 

∗ Happy New Year! There’s still time for a year-end gift. Your support is helping 
MCC work for relief, development and peace in the name of Christ. You can 
make a gift at donate.mcccanada.ca or by calling 204-261-6381. 

∗ Green thumb? The annual plant sale supporting the work of MCC is looking for 
volunteers to join the planning committee for the event, which will be held May 
27-28, 2016. We also hope you’ll keep the sale in mind as you begin plants for the 
upcoming spring—vegetable and flowering plants are both appreciated. For more 
info, contact Ron Dueck at 204-896-5057 or ronwendy@mymts.net. 

∗ MCC Manitoba welcomes applications for Assistant Director of Donor 

Relations. Interested individuals are invited to apply by Jan. 22: http:// 
mcccanada.ca/get-involved/serve/openings/assistant-director-donor-relations 

 
WIDER COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

∗ Coffee House at Young United Church: Fri, Jan 15, 7:30 pm. Featuring poet 
Joanne Epp and cellist David Liam Roberts. Doors open 7 pm; $10 cover charge. 
Beverages, treats and poetry books available for purchase. 

∗ Week of Prayer for Christian Unity: Jan 17-24, 2016. City-wide Ecumenical 
Worship Service, 7:30 pm, Jan 17 at Saint John XXIII RC Church, 3390 Portage 
Ave. An ecumenical choir will lead music on Jan 17. Rehearsals: Jan 3 & 10, 
2:30-4:30 pm. Contact Michele Barr 204-453-5016; mbarr41@shaw.ca 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHARLESWOOD MENNONITE CHURCH 
January 3, 2016 

 Combined Worship Service 10:45 am  

Worship Leader: John Braun Speaker: Paul Kang 
Song Leader: Colleen Braun-Janzen Pianist: Caroline Klassen 
Story Teller: Laura Thiessen  Ushers: Rudy & Ruth Friesen 
 

GATHERING  
 Call to Worship: 

Leader: Arise, shine; 
 Your light has come. 
People: God’s glory has risen upon us. 
Leader: Even if darkness should cover the earth, 
 Deep darkness cover the peoples, 
People: Nations shall come to your light 
 Kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

Leader: Nothing can hide God’s glorious light. 
All: Let us look to God and be radiant. 
 Let us reflect the brightness of this dawning. 

  Opening Prayer: 
O God, the source of all insight, whose coming was revealed to the 
nations not among men of power but on a woman’s lap. Give us grace to 
see you where you may be found. Like the magi of old, we bring our 
gifts to you. We offer what gifts we have to you in their variety that they 
may be used in your service. Amen.  (Adapted from STS 139, 140.) 

PRAISING 
 HWB 212  O come, all ye faithful 
 HWB 213  Let all together praise our God 

HEARING GOD’S WORD 

 Story 
 Isaiah 60:1-6 
 Matthew 2:1-12 
 Sermon 
 HWB 219  Bright and glorious is the sky 

RESPONDING 
 Reflection:  Len Wiebe 
 Offering 
 Sharing and Prayer (sung response HWB 204 Gloria) 
 Announcements 
 HWB 216  Christ, whose glory fills the skies 
 Benediction 

~ Please return hymnbooks to the shelves at the back of the sanctuary. Thank you. ~ 

Mennonite Church Canada PrayerNet: January 4 officially marks the 
first anniversary of the CommonWord Bookstore and Resource Centre. 
Praise God for this disciple-shaping, faith-nurturing, informative 
ministry providing resources to purchase, borrow and download at 
www.commonword.ca. 

 
The concluding work of MC Canada’s Future Directions Task Force can be found 
at www.commonword.ca/go/469. Please review these important documents about 
the future of our national and area church system prior to your respective Area 
Church Annual Gatherings in 2016, and our national church Assembly 2016 in 
July. Group and individual responses can also be sent to 
wmetzger@mennonitechurch.ca. 
 
The Annual Update from Mennonite Church Canada can be found at 
www.commonword.ca/go/470. 

John’s Office Hours: Tue-Fri mornings Please submit announcements/order of worship 
Jeff’s Office Hours: Tue-Fri 9:00 am-2:00 pm  to Anita by 9:00 am Thursday morning 
Anita’s Office Hours: Thur & Fri mornings at cwoodmc@mymts.net or 204-837-7982. 

Church Office ........................................................... cwoodmc@mymts.net; 204-837-7982 

Church Website .....................................................................www.charleswoodmennonite.ca 

John Braun – Pastor (john.p.braun@mymts.net)  .................................................. 204-895-4567 
Jeff Friesen – Associate Pastor (jeffdafriesen@gmail.com)  ................................. 204-996-0398 
Heemyeong (Paul) Kang – Associate Pastor  ........................................................ 204-219-1918 
Anita Epp – Office Admin Assistant ...................................................................... 204-837-7982 

 



 

Matthew 2:1-12 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 

Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, 

“Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 

observed his star at its rising,[b] and have come to pay him 

homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and 

all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests 

and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 

Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; 

for so it has been written by the prophet:  

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

    who is to shepherd[d] my people Israel.’” 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from 

them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent 

them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the 

child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I 

may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the 

king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that 

they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where 

the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they 

were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw 

the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid 

him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered 

him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been 

warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own 

country by another road. 

 

THIS WEEK 

• Wed, 1:30 pm – Bible/Book study at church. As you read Chapter 4 in Marcus 
Borg's book Convictions reflect on the following: "Since faith in a way is a gift, 
why have you chosen to be a Christian as a thoughtful adult?" 

• Sat, 2:30-4:00 pm – Venture Clubs: Service project (Winnipeg Harvest) 
 

 

UP-COMING EVENTS 

• Jan 17, 7:00 pm – Pre-Budget Meeting 

• Jan 27 – Submission due date for Annual Reports 

• Feb 21, 7:00 pm – Annual General Meeting 
 
 
MENNONITE CHURCH MANITOBA/CANADA & COMMUNITY 

Decolonization is intense work, requiring all our heart, soul and strength. The 
Indigenous-settler relations magazine – INTOTEMAK – is committing to go 
deeper, giving it more weight, critical content, and a new look. If you would like to 
subscribe (cost $20/year = 4 issues), send your name/address to Ingrid at 
imiller@mennonitechurch.ca. (The church library also receives a subscription.)  
In this 28 page issue we explore: why we should engage the TRC’s Calls to Action; 
an interview with Dr.’s Randy Woodley and Patricia Vickers on Indigenous 
evangelism(s); the impact of stolen land in BC; how to renew our hearts for the 
long work of reconciliation...and more. The following Spring issue will be a special, 
double length edition (50+ pages) exploring the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples and what that means to the Church.  
 
 
WESTGATE MENNONITE COLLEGIATE (86 West Gate; 204-775-7111) 

∗ Westgate’s Inspired Spaces Campaign Update: The community campaign to 
raise funds for Westgate’s redevelopment project was launched in October. Early 
response has been good, however, we depend on support from every member of 
our small, but generous community. Frankly, these renovations are urgently 
needed in order to continue to inspire the staff and students of Westgate, make the 
building accessible and to ensure the future of the school. If you have not yet 
responded, we ask you to prayerfully consider a gift, and return your pledges by 
the end of December. This will greatly aid our planning and will let you take 
advantage of tax deductions for 2015. Info brochures/pledge sheets are available 
in the church entrance, from David Epp, or you can donate online. Please visit 
westgateinspires.com, call the school, or follow us on Twitter and Facebook. 

 

 

CANADIAN MENNONITE UNIVERSITY (www.cmu.ca) 

∗ Evening Courses: From Political Studies to Communications & Media to Youth 
Ministry and everything in between.  cmu.ca/evening. 

∗ Be equipped for worship planning and leading at Planning Well: A Workshop for 

Pastors, Worship Planners, Musicians and Leaders with Dr. Christine Longhurst; 
Jan. 30, 9:30 am-12:00 PM at CMU in the Chapel. Visit cmu.ca/leadingwell.  


