
 
WESTGATE MENNONITE COLLEGIATE (86 West Gate; 204-775-7111) 

∗ Westgate’s Inspired Spaces Campaign Update: The community campaign to 
raise funds for Westgate’s redevelopment project was launched in October. Early 
response has been good, however, we depend on support from every member of 
our small, but generous community. Frankly, these renovations are urgently 
needed in order to continue to inspire the staff and students of Westgate, make the 
building accessible and to ensure the future of the school. If you have not yet 
responded, we ask you to prayerfully consider a gift, and return your pledges by 
the end of December. This will greatly aid our planning and will let you take 
advantage of tax deductions for 2015. Info brochures/pledge sheets are available 
in the church entrance, from David Epp, or you can donate online. Please visit 
westgateinspires.com, call the school, or follow us on Twitter and Facebook. 

∗ Westgate’s Annual Alumni Basketball Tournament: Jan 2, 11 am-1 pm. 
Registration: 10:30 am. Contact Karl Wiebe (kwiebe@westgatemennonite.ca). 

 

CANADIAN MENNONITE UNIVERSITY (www.cmu.ca) 

∗ Evening Courses: From Political Studies to Communications & Media to Youth 
Ministry and everything in between.  cmu.ca/evening. 

∗ Be equipped for worship planning and leading at Planning Well: A Workshop for 

Pastors, Worship Planners, Musicians and Leaders with Dr. Christine Longhurst; 
Jan. 30, 9:30 am-12:00 PM at CMU in the Chapel. Visit cmu.ca/leadingwell.  

 
WIDER COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

∗ Coffee House at Young United Church: Fri, Jan 15, 7:30 pm. Featuring poet 
Joanne Epp and cellist David Liam Roberts. Doors open 7 pm; $10 cover charge. 
Beverages, treats and poetry books available for purchase. 

∗ Week of Prayer for Christian Unity: Jan 17-24, 2016. City-wide Ecumenical 
Worship Service, 7:30 pm, Jan 17 at Saint John XXIII RC Church, 3390 Portage 
Ave. An ecumenical choir will lead music on Jan 17. Rehearsals: Jan 3 & 10, 
2:30-4:30 pm. Contact Michele Barr 204-453-5016; mbarr41@shaw.ca 

CHARLESWOOD MENNONITE CHURCH 
December 27, 2015 

 English Worship Service 10:45 am | Korean Worship Service 2:30 pm  

Worship Leader: Laura Thiessen Speaker: John Braun 
Song Leader: Ann Koop Hunsberger Pianist: Rachel Klassen Huebner 
Story Teller: Laura Thiessen  Ushers: Kim & Tom Ewert 
 

The First Sunday of Christmas 

Freedom Bound: The Path of Service 

GATHERING 
 Prelude and Lighting the Christmas Candles 

 Welcome and Introductions 

 Call to Worship 
Leader:  Praise the Lord, sing praise all the heights! 

People:  Praise God, sun and moon. Sing praise, all you shining stars! 

Leader:  Praise God, all the earth. Sing praise, all trees and hills! 

People:  Praise God, all you animals. 
 Sing praise, wandering things and flying birds! 

All:  You men and women alike, old and young together, 
 Let all that has life and breath praise God! 

  Prayer 

 Hymn 

 Hymn 
  
HEARING GOD'S WORD 
 Story 

 Luke 2:41-52 

 Colossians 3:12-17   

 Sermon:  “Incarnational Living” 

 Hymn 
   
RESPONDING 
 Offering 

 Sharing and Prayer 
  
GOING OUT 

 Announcements 

 Hymn  

 Benediction 
 
~ Please return hymnbooks to the shelves at the back of the sanctuary. Thank you. ~ 

Mennonite Church Canada PrayerNet: Please remain in prayer for 
the world. Pray that comfort and healing will embrace the families of 
victims. Pray for the perpetrators engaged in violence. Pray that leaders 
may find the wisdom and patience necessary to promote understanding, 
trust and peace. Pray that God’s family will strengthen hospitality, 

forgiveness, prayer, and self-giving service to our neighbours.   
 
The concluding work of MC Canada’s Future Directions Task Force can be found 
at www.commonword.ca/go/469. Please review these important documents about 
the future of our national and area church system prior to your respective Area 
Church Annual Gatherings in 2016, and our national church Assembly 2016 in 
July. Group and individual responses can also be sent to 
wmetzger@mennonitechurch.ca. 
 
The Annual Update from Mennonite Church Canada can be found at 
www.commonword.ca/go/470. 



Luke 2:41-52 

Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of 

the Passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went up 

as usual for the festival. When the festival was ended and they 

started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but 

his parents did not know it. Assuming that he was in the group 

of travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to look 

for him among their relatives and friends. When they did not 

find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. After 

three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the 

teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And all 

who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his 

answers. When his parents saw him they were astonished; and 

his mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like 

this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in 

great anxiety.” He said to them, “Why were you searching for 

me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 

But they did not understand what he said to them. Then he went 

down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to 

them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart. 

And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and 

human favor. 

 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK 

• Mon, 11:00 am-5:00 pm – Church Booking 
 

 

UP-COMING EVENTS 

• Jan 9 (Sat), 2:30-4:00 pm – Venture Clubs: Service project (Winnipeg Harvest) 

• Jan 17 – Pre-Budget Meeting 

• Jan 27 – Submission due date for Annual Reports 

• Feb 21 – Annual General Meeting 
 

CHURCH FAMILY NOTES 

With the end of the year quickly approaching we still need $41,015 to meet our 
budget. We still need to make the third and fourth quarterly payments to the wider 
church institutions and charitable organizations. Please give this matter your 
prayerful consideration.   ~ Milton Friesen, Treasurer 
 

Financial Update    
as of November 30, 2015 Income Expenses Difference 
Actual to date 311,522 319,335 - 7,813 
Budget to date 359,707 342,697 - 17,010 
Difference - 48,185 - 23,363 - 24,822 
Annual Budget 392,385 392,385 0 

(NOTE: Data includes both General and Building Fund income and expenses) 

 
MENNONITE CHURCH MANITOBA/CANADA & COMMUNITY 

Decolonization is intense work, requiring all our heart, soul and strength. The 
Indigenous-settler relations magazine – INTOTEMAK – is committing to go 
deeper, giving it more weight, critical content, and a new look. If you would like to 
subscribe (cost $20/year for 4 issues), send your name/address to Ingrid at 
imiller@mennonitechurch.ca.( The church library also receives a subscription.)  
In this 28 page issue we explore: why we should engage the TRC’s Calls to Action; 
an interview with Dr.’s Randy Woodley and Patricia Vickers on Indigenous 
evangelism(s); the impact of stolen land in BC; how to renew our hearts for the 
long work of reconciliation...and more. The following Spring issue will be a special, 
double length edition (50+ pages) exploring the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples and what that means to the Church. You won’t want 
to miss it. 
 
 
MCC - MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE MANITOBA/CANADA 

∗ Happy New Year! There’s still time for a year-end gift. Your support is helping 
MCC work for relief, development and peace in the name of Christ. You can 
make a gift at donate.mcccanada.ca or by calling 204-261-6381. 

∗ Green thumb? The annual plant sale supporting the work of MCC is looking for 
volunteers to join the planning committee for the event, which will be held May 
27-28, 2016. We also hope you’ll keep the sale in mind as you begin plants for the 
upcoming spring—vegetable and flowering plants are both appreciated. For more 
info, contact Ron Dueck at 204-896-5057 or ronwendy@mymts.net. 

∗ Help needed: MCC's IVEP midyear conference needs your help! 57 incredible 
young adults from all over the world are coming together in Wpg this February. 
We're looking for people who can serve as billets from Feb. 4-8 (5 nights). We're 
also looking for groups to provide lunch or supper on Feb. 5, 6 & 8. If you can 
help with either, contact ionkahristozovadyck@mccmb.ca or 204-925-1929. 

∗ MCC Manitoba welcomes applications for Assistant Director of Donor 

Relations. Interested individuals are invited to apply by Jan. 22: http:// 
mcccanada.ca/get-involved/serve/openings/assistant-director-donor-relations. 

 


